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TO THE RESCUE—Helicopter from USS Mars (AFS 1) searches for the survivors from capsized fishing

vessel.

Navy Comes to the

ROBABLY ONE of the more endur-
ing themes in literature—both an-
cient and modern—is the rescue from
danger of one person by another.
One of the reasons for the endur-
ance of such tales, of course, is that
rescues are real. They happen. And,
they are often exciting.
In recent months Navymen have
come to the rescue of many dis-

tressed people. The rescued are
seldom fair damsels any more, but
the rewards, usually consisting of a
handshake and a heartfelt thank-
you, are nonetheless satisfying. The
disaster is rarely a dragon these days,
but it can be equally challenging,
Very often a successful rescue is
possible only because someone was
in the right place at the right time.

STRETCHER-BEARERS—U. S. Navymen rush seriously ill Greek merchant sea-
man to their ship’s sick bay for treatment after his transfer on the high seas.

Someone who knew just what to do
when the time came.

SUCH WAS THE CASE when a heli-
copter crew started out from
NAS Atsugi, Japan, landing at
Oshima Island with the mission to
pick up Boatswain's Mate First Class
James F. Comer’s two-and-a-half-
year-old daughter, who was ill with
fever. She was to be taken to
Yokosuka for treatment. The helo, it
turned out, had a twofold rescue.
Boatswain Comer helped his
daughter and Mrs.Comer into the
aircraft and the helo was about to
take off, when nearby fishermen
came running toward the aircraft,
asking for help. A local fisherman,
Shigeru Takada, had fallen from
the 60-foot cliff into the ocean.
Comer ran with them to the cliff and
scrambled to the bottom.

The helicopter took off and was
soon hovering above the scene of
the accident. There, Comer and the
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fishermen were trying to pull Takada
onto the rocks at the bottom of the
cliff. They finally succeeded in get-
ting Takada onto a rock, but not
before he was pounded against the
rocks by the rough surf.

At this point, Lieutenant (jg)
J. G. Taylor, pilot of the helicopter,
positioned the helo above the in-
jured man, and Airman Mike J. De
Andressi was lowered to the rock to
retrieve him. Tt was a very delicate
maneuver.

A few minutes later, Takada was
in the helicopter, where the crew
discovered he was not only uncon-
scious, but that he had stopped
breathing. The pilot landed the heli-
copter on a nearby landing spot
while the copilot, Ensign Robert
Armstrong, began artificial respira-
tion. After about three minutes Ta-
kada began to breathe normally, and
he was rushed to a local hospital.
The helicopter then continued on to
Yokosuka with Comer’s ill daughter.
Takada and the little girl are both
reportedly doing fine.

N OT ALL RESCUES occur that quick-
ly. A recent lifesaving assign-
ment by the tank landing ship uss

escue

Chase County (LST 532) took con-
siderably longer.

The Japanese fishing boat Sumi-
yoshi had been at sea for 18 days
when her navigation equipment
failed, and she ran aground in heavy
seas on Bombay Reef, some 300
miles east of Da Nang, in the South
China Sea. She sent out an SOS
immediately.

Responding to Sumiyoshi’s distress
signal, another Japanese fishing ves-
sel, Shofuku, moved in to help. The
heavy weather hampered Shofuku’s
rescue efforts, and when a line
fouled in the craft’s propeller, it too
ran aground.

Chase County arrived on the
scene two days later. Lieutenant
John W. Kinnier, commanding offi-
cer of the ship, was dismayed at
what he saw. The two fishing boats
were already badly broken up, the
weather was getting worse, and un-
less the rescue could be made in
some way from inside the lagoon, on
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QUT OF THE SEA—Navy pilot LT R. F. Ball is one of many rescued after ditch-

ing in South China Sea. Below: Teamwork of USS Sacramento (AOE 1) crew
rescued crew of freighter that hit rock and sank off the coast of Vietnam.




GOING UP—Navy team at Da Nang’s Civic Action Division put up one of
their ‘instant’ houses for burned-out family as the village children look on.

the lee side of the reef, there looked
to be little chance of success.

Winds of 25 to 40 knots and 15-
foot seas made immediate rescue at-
tempts impossible. Chase County
maneuvered up and down the reef,
trying to find a way to help the two
stricken craft. For two days the
weather raged. The situation be-
came desperate. Weather or not, the
fishermen had to be taken off their
failing perch.

In the early hours of the third
day, Chase County lowered a small
landing craft carrying seven volun-
teers, led by Lieutenant (jg) Charles
W. Smith. They had with them a
15-man life raft. Their job: go in
and get those people.

F]CImNC THETR wAY through the

towering swells and howling
winds, the men moved the landing
craft to within 150 vards of the fish-
ing hoats, as close as it could go and
still stay off the reef. At this point,
Chief Commissaryman Richard ]J.
Kehoe and Seaman Michael J. Giv-
ens manned the raft and rowed to-
ward the Japanese.

The other volunteers stayed with
the landing craft and handled the
line that was secured to the raft.

Kehoe and Givens rowed furiously,
but were pushed 30 vards off course
by the seas, and missed the fishing
boats. They were being towed back
toward the landing craft when a
huge wave caught the raft at an an-
gle and dumped Chief Kehoe over-
board.

Luckily, Givens was able to grab

the chief and pull him back aboard
the raft.

Rowing wasn't going to do the
job. LT Smith decided they would
have to shoot a line over to the
Japanese with the line-throwing gun.
In spite of the seas, the second try
was a perfect shot.

The raft set out again, crewed by
Givens and Engineman Third Class
Robert W. Upchurch. This time the
raft had a guideline pulled by the
Japanese on board the grounded ves-
sel in addition to the retainer line
handled by the men on the landing
craft,

ON THE SPOT—Copter crew from
NAS Atsugi, Japan, was on hand to
rescue a fisherman injured in a fall.

'I'HE FIrsT TRY with this system al-
most did the raft in.

“I thought we were going right
under the stern of that wreck,” Giv-
ens said later, “I could feel the coral
tearing the bottom of the raft apart.
I was screaming at the fishermen to
climb down the ropes, strung be-
tween the two wrecks, to the raft
so that we wouldn't have to get too
close. They were frightened and
didn’t understand what T was saying.
I thought for awhile that T would
have to climb up and show them.
It was a tense time.”

The raft finally succeeded in car-
rying seven of the fishermen to the
landing craft.

Givens and Upchurch set out
again. About halfway to the wrecks
a large wave broke over the raft.
Men and raft went in different direc-
tions.

“The raft had turned completely
over,” recalled Givens, “I couldn’t
see  Upchurch anywhere and 1
thought sure he was gone. Then this
big hand came sliding up over the
side of the raft and he climbed in.

“He velled, “You aren’t going to
lose me.” The raft was upside down
then, and we decided not to try to
right it. The bottom had been
chewed away and we figured we
could use the top for a deck.

“We made it to the wrecks and
took off 12 men this time. T think
they had figured out that we wanted
them to climb down the ropes to us
because we didn’t have nearly the
trouble with that trip.”

T HEN what was supposed to be the
last trip for the raft was
launched.

“There were 10 more of the fisher-
men on the wreck, and we didn’t ex-
pect any real trouble. Both Up-
church and T were pretty worn out
by this time, but we were sure we
could make it. We maneuvered the
raft through the surf up to Shofuku.
The sea was really getting bad, but
we got the people aboard.

“On the. way back, T felt kind of
relieved. We still had a lot of work
to do and things to worry about, but
the big part of the job was over,
and we were finally on top—we
thought. Then a big wave hit and
dumped two of the fishermen out of
the raft.

“T could have cried. The two man-
aged to grab a line and make it
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back to the wreck, but for us it
meant another trip through that
surf. I was so tired I couldn’t think
straight. They took me out of the
raft when we got back to the land-
ing craft with the remaining eight
men.”

Boatswain’s Mate Third Class
Michael A Beylotte took GCivens’
place for the last trip.

The final trip, with a raft that was
almost completely shredded, was the
longest of them all. But the two
fishermen were rescued.

When the last of the Japanese fish-
ermen had been taken aboard the
landing craft, the boat battered its
way through 20-foot waves back to
Chase County. The three-day ordeal
was over.

The 29 fishermen were taken to
Subic Bay Naval Base, and were
later picked up by another Japanese
fishing vessel.

ODERN RESCUE STORIES are not
always as exciting as that one,
however. Sometimes they involve
just plain, hard, unglamorous work.
The salvage ship uss Opportune
(ARS 41) had such a job recently
when she pulled the Colombian
Navy Tug arc Pedro De Heredia
free. The 205-foot tug went aground
near the harbor entrance at Carta-
gena, Colombia, while attempting to
salvage another stranded tug.

Opportune was dispatched to the
scene from San Juan, P. R., after the
Commandant of the Colombian
Navy sent a request for assistance to
the U. S. Navy’s Chief of Naval
Operations.

During Opportune’s salvage op-
eration, over 100 tons of solids and
liquids were offloaded from Pedro
De Heredia. Several one-pound
charges were detonated to hack
away a coral barrier which held the
tug. Larger charges were detonated
to demolish coral formations.

Towing cables were rigged from
Opportune to the tug’s bow and
quarter to facilitate wrenchings,
which were made at high tide to
free the tug from bottom suction.

After four days’ continuous effort,
the Colombian tug was worked into
deep water. It then entered Carta-
gena under its own power.

FLE‘ET oiLERs can do more with
their fueling rigs than just pump
NSFO, as uss Tolovana (AQ 64)
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MAN OVERBOARD from carrier op-
erating in Tonkin Gulf is helped into
rescue collar by helicopter crew-
member for lift and return to his ship.

demonstrated recently.

While Tolovana was anchored off
Acapulco, Mexico, during a routine
visit, she was called upon to assist
the commercial American tug Ellen
Foss, which was en route to South
Vietnam with two ferries in tow.

The tug had damaged a cylinder
in her engine, and she had to have
it fixed before she could continue on
to South Vietnam. The replacement
cylinder weighed about two tons,
and was aboard Ellen Foss, but
there were no facilities in Acapulco
to hoist the damaged cylinder from
the engine room, and lower the re-
placement.

Tolovana’s skipper, Captain Carl
W. Groneman, Jr., volunteered to
use the oiler’s fuel boom to do the
heavy lifting, and a local tug pushed
Ellen Foss alongside Tolovana. El-
len Foss got her engine fixed.

As WE HAVE SEEN, Navy ships have
special capabilities which enable
them to help get people out of jams.
Navymen, as well as their ships, are
often called upon to bring their
special knowledge and skill to bear
in sticky situations.
Lieutenant Commander Maxwell
Goodman, MC, usn, is a specialist in
decompression procedures. One of

only four men in the United States
so qualified, Doctor Goodman is
stationed at the Submarine Base, in
Groton, Conn. He recently had to
take his knowledge more than a
thousand miles to help solve a res-
cue problem.

A civilian diver had run into trou-
ble while he was working from an oil
rig off the coast of Louisiana, at a
depth of 250 feet. His equipment
became entangled, and he was
forced to stay beyond decompres-
sion limits before he was freed.

While another civilian diver
worked to free the distressed man,
Dr. Goodman was on his way to
New Orleans Naval Air Station,
where a Coast Guard helicopter was
standing by to take him out to the
drilling rig.

During the struggle to free the
entangled diver, both divers reached
about 300 feet. Meanwhile, the
Navy doctor was having his prob-
lems getting to the scene.

A ski-equipped aircraft sought to
pick up Dr. Goodman in frigid Gro-
ton, but was unable to land because
the runway was covered with eight
inches of snow and visibility was
poor.

The State Highway Patrol es-
corted him to Quonset Point, R. T,
where a Navy LC-130 was able to
touch down. Dr. Goodman was
flown to the Naval Air Station at
Virginia Beach, Va. There, he
boarded a Navy A6 Intruder jet
which quickly got him to New Or-
leans.

During the journey, Dr. Goodman
had been directing the rescue oper-
ations by radio and telephone. Both
divers were finally brought up safely,
and are now in good shape.

VIATION MACHINIST'S Mate Second
Class Ralph K. Hagan is fast
becoming a traveling fix-it man,
specializing in curing the ills of the
C-130 Hercules aircraft for the Air
Force.

It began last October, when a Her-
cules of the Air Force's Tactical Air
Command landed at McChord AFB,
Wash., with engine trouble. As that
base has neither the equipment nor
the personnel able to repair the tur-
bo-prop aircraft, a message was
issued to nearby units requesting a
volunteer crew of C-130 engine
specialists.

Hagan, of Air Transport Squadron
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MANY THANKS—Captain of Japanese fishing craft thanks skipper of USS
Chase County (LST 532) for daring rescue from the reef made in stormy seas.

Eight, based at Moffett Field, Calif.,
answered the call. The aircraft,
down with a faulty pressure relief
valve in the gear hox, had been di-
verted to McChord while on a flight
from Dyess AFB, Texas, to Elmen-
dorf AFB, Alaska. The 2l1-year-old
Hagan, heading a four-man team,
set about diagnosing the problem,
while a replacement engine was be-
ing flown in from Elmendorf.

Meanwhile, Hagan determined
that if he removed the pressure re-
lief valve and cleaned it, the engine
would work again, and would not
have to be replaced.

The Navy maintenance team made
the repairs in four hours, cutting by
eight hours the time the plane was
down (it normally takes 12 hours to
change an engine).

The highly critical engine spare
was flown back to Elmendorf.

THE worp got around. When a
Hercules at Tinker AFB, Okla.,
needed a valve housing and control
change, a call was once again sent
out requesting a repair team. Hagan
received the call at home, and had
his packed bag and replacement
parts aboard an eastbound flight in
no time.

Broken stud bolts were discovered
to be the cause of the problem, but
rather than remove the unit, Hagan
and his partner figured out a way
to remove the studs without having
to dismantle the unit. Four hours

]

later, the job completed, Hagan was
preparing for the return trip to Mof-
fett with the replacement valve
housing he never used.

Now firmly established as an
itinerant Hercules repairman, Hagan
responded once again to a call from
Tinker AFB for a maintenance vol-
unteer to replace a C-130 prop. Ha-
gan again saved a valuable spare by
repairing the ailing propeller instead
of replacing it. An unexpected job
came up when the McGuire AFB-
based Hercules bringing in a relief
crew for the downed aircraft suf-
fered a sheared starter and oil leak.
Hagan got the first plane up and on
its way and began work on the sec-
ond, using parts that were flown in
to the base by still another aircraft.

When it was over, the grateful
Air Force sent Hagan home to Mof-
fett Field on a commercial “cham-
pagne flight.”

A FaMILY with no place to live
certainly needs, in a manner of
speaking, to be rescued. A team of
four Navymen attached to Naval
Support Activity Da Nang's Civic
Action Division have devised a
method of prefabricating houses be-
ing built for needy Vietnamese fam-
ilies in the Da Nang area.

The team built their own bench
saw from scrap parts and is now
using it to pre-cut lumber, which can
be assembled into houses in short

order. The latest “instant house” was
built in one day.

It began when the team got a
request to replace a home destroyed
by fire. The structure was to house
a family of six.

At nine one morning, the team
arrived and began unloading the
pre-cut lumber at the building site.
By three that afternoon the frame
of the house was up, and the siding
was being nailed into place. By that
evening the tin roof had been nailed
in place, and cement for the inside
slab was ready for mixing.

Early the next morning the team
mixed the cement and soon after
the house was turned over to the
wide-eyed family.

The team is permanently assigned
to a village in the Da Nang area.
The village is their primary assign-
ment. They live there, help the vil-
lagers build, advise on various proj-
ects, and even teach English.

WHEN FACED with a situation in
which assistance to someone is
necessary, many Navymen have a
knack for getting others to help.

Chaplain H. L. Bergsma, of Mo-
bile Construction Battalion 74, based
in Gulfport, Miss., fits into this cate-
gory.

He wrote a letter asking his
friends in his former church in Cut-
lerville, Mich., to assist him in
gathering civic action material to be
delivered by his battalion to South-
east Asia as part of the Navy’s peo-
ple-to-people program.

The response was better than he
had expected. Coordinating an effort
that finally reached throughout the
United States, the church accumu-
lated over 8000 pounds of material,
clothing, health items, sewing ma-
chines and cloth, and over $1600.00
in cash donations.

ANOTI-IEE NAVYMAN who is a good
collector is Lieutenant William
C. Neville, a Navy advisor to a
Vietnamese junk group. He recently
found himself knee-deep in packages
containing clothing.

Neville wrote a letter to his home
town newspaper in Newburch, N. Y.,
requesting clothing for Vietnamese
families of Phu Thuan village, a
small hamlet adjoining Junk Base 12.

In response, numerous committees
were organized, and drives were
initiated to mail the hundreds of
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pounds of clothing in support of the
project.

As the parcels arrived, they were
forwarded to the junk base and,
with the assistance of other Ameri-
can advisors and the Vietnamese
Navymen, the clothing was distri-
buted to the needy villagers.

ONE OF THE more unusual rescue

missions undertaken by a Navy
unit ended early this year when the
dock landing ship wvss Comstock
(LSD 19) dropped anchor in Hong
Kong harbor and unloaded her cargo
—a junk belonging to a communist
Chinese fisherman.

The junk and its crewmembers
were from the island of Hainan, a
few miles due south of the Chinese
communist mainland in the Gulf of
Tonkin.

During a fishing trip, it was
caught in a storm, lost its rudder,
and was thrown far off course by
the wind. It finally wound up off
the coast of Nha Trang, South Viet-
nam.

The junk was brought into the
harbor by U. S. and Vietnamese
Navymen, who provided its crew
with food, medical attention and a
place to stay while their junk was
being repaired.

Now, the question was how to get
the junk back where it came from.
The weather was going to be a
problem. While southern portions of

e

SPECIAL DELIVERY—USS Comstock
(LSD 19) offloads a Chinese junk
after safe delivery to Hong Kong.

South Vietnam were enjoying the
calm weather following the monsoon
season, locations further north had
just the opposite.

The Chinese fishermen explained
it would probably take them a
month or more to sail the junk back
home. Numerous ideas and sugges-
tions as to how to return the junk
flowed from various sources.

One of the first ideas considered

was for a Navy Fleet tug to take
the junk in tow. This solution was
discarded because it would take
too long.

It was finally decided to airlift
the fishermen to Hong Kong, where
they would be returned to their fam-
ilies with the help of the Red Cross
and the British authorities. As for
the junk, it would have to take a
ride on a U. S. Navy ship.

AT THE TIME, Comstock was in Ja-

pan having her helicopter flight
deck removed in preparation for
moving some large cargo from one
point to another in South Vietnam.
It was decided that since Comstock
would be in the area and could ac-
commodate the junk, she would take
the vessel to Hong Kong.

Comstock arrived in Nha Trang
harbor, and the task of loading the
junk aboard began. Tt took 12 hours,
but the 150-ton craft was finally
loaded aboard and made ready for
sea.

The next day, Comstock steamed
out of the harbor into the choppy
waters of the South China Sea. After
a hairy four-day trip, Comstock ar-
rived in Hong Kong—her unusual
cargo intact.

Which proves that, no matter who
you are, if you're in bad trouble, or
vou need a helping hand, the U. S.
Navy is good to have around.

—Jim Teague, JO1, USN

PULLING FRIEND SHIP—USS Opportune (ARS 41) uses her muscles in four-day battle to free the Colombian tug.
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BOB BOBS and weaves with words which bring smiles to the faces of the crew of USS K:ffy Hawk (CVA 63). Cameras
make a record of the Hope Show as Bob says of Kitty Hawk's size, “I'd like to see the box that this thing came inl”

Fleet Greets

- a—t g

HE CAST 18 star-filled, the audience

energetic and the stage may be
rocking and rolling in time to the
music and the waves.

Such is the case as Navymen are
entertained on ships at sea or at
shore stations throughout the world
by Hollywood and Broadway stars,
entertainers and sports personalities.

The occasion may be a USO-
sponsored touring show, a person-to-
person visit by a popular personality
or a visit by a star seeking technical
advice to prepare for an upcoming
movie role. Whatever the reason or
occasion, the star’s presence in the
Fleet makes a big hit with Navy-

men. And, the star is treated to the
most receptive and responsive aud-
ience to be found.

Many stars return repeatedly to
play for Navy audiences, and it is
due partly to the warm welcome
they receive. Following a USO-spon-
sored performance aboard uss Kitty
Hawk (CVA 63), singing star Nancy
Sinatra summed up many entertain-
ers’ feeling about performing before
Navymen by saying, “They're the
best audience in the world. 1 love
them all.”

Most stars entertain Navyvmen
through United Service Organiza-
tions-sponsored shows, which are

I‘M HURRYING, DAHLING, exclaims Zsa Zsa Gabor as she dashes on stage at Guantanamo. Below left: Arthur God-
frey is highlined at sea. Below rf: Rex Harrison and wife Rachael visit USS America to perform readings for the crew.




SINGER Anita Bryant entertains aboard USS Bennington (CVS 20). Rt: John Wayne picks up “bridge talk” for upcom-
ing movie aboard USS Kearsarge (CVS 33). Below: Nancy Sinatra visit patients in USS Kittyhawk’s sick bay.

now in their 26th year of operation.
People of the entertainment world
have for many vears taken time out
from their busy schedules to perform
for the Navyman.

Several veteran USO entertainers
who performed for servicemen dur-
ing World War II have signed to
entertain many of those men’s sons
in Vietnam this year.

Leading the list is comedienne
and veteran USO entertainer Martha
Raye. During a show aboard uss
Cochrane (DDG 21), Martha told
the crew that, “Guys like you make
an American woman glad she is.”

Other stars on that long-time hit

SHEIK VISIT—Naval Air Station at Kenitra, Morrocco, welcomes Jerry Colonna. Below: Globetrotters form their magic
Lana Turner and Hope perform duet aboard the carrier USS Bennington.

circle on deck of USS Enferprise.

fars at Sea

list include Edgar Bergen, Dorothy
Lamour and Frances Langford.

OF ALL THE traveling shows that
visit the Fleet, the Bob Hope
Christmas Show remains a favorite
with many Navymen. The veteran
comedian takes the show on a tour
of ships and shore stations each year
and always succeeds in leaving thou-
sands of sailors laughing in his wake.
This past year’s Hope Show included
Kaye Stevens, Jerry Colonna, Car-
roll Baker, Anita Bryant, Joey
Heatherton, Jack Jones and Les
Brown and his band.

USO shows were created at the




beginning of World War II to pro-
vide entertainment for servicemen
and to cooperate with other organi-
zations founded with similar aims.
Since then thousands of per-
formances have been plaved at sea

and on shore before millions of
Navymen.
The shows combine big-name

stars and lesser heavenly bodies into
traveling shows. Last year more
than 700 entertainers gave 4000 per-
formances to a military audience of
more than three million.

T HE SHOWS ARE divided into three
categories: Celebrity shows, col-

SINGER- ACTRESS Joi I.unsmg autographs dance programs for Amphlblous Force sailors. Rt: Marthu Raye boards USS
Cochrane to entertain. Below: CDR Glenn Ford, USNR, receives a Bennington pamphlet from RADM Macpherson.

lege and university groups and small
professional units. The celebrity
shows feature tours hy top stars from
the entertainment and sports worlds
who donate their time and talent to
perform for the serviceman. These
shows are organized by combined
efforts of USO and the Hollywood
Overseas Committee.

Music and drama departments of
colleges and universities from the
U. S. compete each year to enter-
tain overseas on USO tours. Selec-
tions are made from those colleges
competing by the American Educa-
tional Theatre Association and the
National Music Council. The college
units present instrumental and

SEVENTH FLEET BAND is directed by Danny Kaye during show aboard USS Kitty Hawk (CVA 63). Rt: The Splinters
from Northern Arizona University sing goodby to the U. S. while awaiting flight which will begun overseas USO tour.
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JAZZ SINGER Ray Charles entertains
aboard USS Constellation (CVA 64).

choral programs as well as musical
comedy and dramatic ofterings.

The professional variety units con-
sist of two to seven performers.
These units are paid for their serv-
ices and are considered the back-
bone of the USO program.

Celebrities travel extensively while
on tour, so don't be surprised if not
all the stars on your ship or at your
station are on the flag or part of the
uniform.

The photographs appearing on
these pages are taken from the files
of aLL HANDS over the past and are
but a sampling of the many visits
by stars.

—Larry Henry, JO2, USN

DYNAMIC DUO—Singer Johnny Rivers plays his guitar as film Actress Ann
Margret completes the duet as they entertain servicmen at the Saigon USO.

The following is a list of many
stars, and their shows, who have
performed for servicemen in the
Vietnam area since May 1965.

The Martha Raye Show
George Jessel Show
Roy Acuff (Grand Ole Opry)
Kathleen Nolan Show
Hugh O’Brian

Eddie Fisher Show
Edgar Bergen Show
Charlton Hesten Show
Robert Mitchum Show
Ann-Margret Show
Wayne Newton Show
Dean Jones Show
Danny Kaye Show

Big Tiny Little Show
The Jim Drury Show
Daon DeFore

Johnny Grant's Operation Starlif
John Waynea

Arthur Godfrey

Albert Dekker

The Sue Thompson Show
The Lively Set

Several of the shows made the trip
to Vietnam more than once during
that period. The list includes 60
stars in various USO shows.

The Jimmy Boyd Show

The Roy Rogers-Dale Evans Show
Frances Langford Show

Betsy Duncan Show

The Hondells with Francesca K
Jennifer Jones

The Clara Ward Singers

John Gavin

Ink Spots

Red Barber

The Slippery Rock String Band
Louvis Cottrell’s Dixieland Jazz Band
The MNancy Sinatra Show

The National Football League Players
Steve Curry and the Denims
Chuck Connors

Henry Fonda

James Garner

Marshall Thompson

The Peyton Place Group

The Peter Palmer Show

MISS UNIVERSE RUNNER-UP Anika Farrel sings to camera-luden USS Ticonderoga crew. Center Joe DiMaggio gives
batting tips to Enterprise softball players. Rt: Actress Kathy Nolan sings to a sailor aboard USS Bon Homme Richard.




PACKAGE FOR SEABEES—CH-47 Chinook helicopter delivers weapons carrier fo Seabees at BaTo construction site.
Rt: Equipment operators harness tire and wheel assemblies for aerial delivery to one of Special Forces campsites.

Navy’s Bees Sproui

EES HAVE wiNGs and a stinger,

and are capable of intricate con-
struction. The Navy's bees, the
Seabees, have long been known for
their construction prowess, and are
now giving additional sting to the
Viet Cong by getting their wings,

The flying Seabees of Naval
Mobile Construction Battalion Nine,
Da Nang, are now attacking from
the air with thousands of pounds of
heavy construction equipment capa-
ble of building airstrips, carving
roads and establishing bases in
virtually inaccessible areas.

The Seabees’ “wings” are the CH-
54 Flying Crane, CH-47 Chinook
and new CH-53A Sea Stallion heli-
copters. With the added lift of the

helicopters, the Seabees of MCB-9
have become more mobile. Added
mobility aided them in building a
dirt landing strip at BaTo in six and
one-half weeks, but it first posed
some problems.

During the first trip to BaTo, one
of the helicopters accidentally
dropped its package, a 10,000-
pound load of tractor wheels, into a
Viet Cong-held jungle. The other
250,000 pounds of earth moving
equipment used to build the airstrip
was successfully delivered without
mishap.

Shortly after completion, the land-
ing strip was attacked by mortar
barrage and small arms fire. How-
ever, there were no Seabee or

BUSY BEES—MCB-9 Seabees unload construction material brought to BaTo by Caribou, only fixed-wing aircraft which
could land before there was an airstrip. Above: Helo crewmember rigs a back-hoe for airlift to next construction job.
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HOVERING CRANE—CH-54 flying crane helicopter lands at Quang Ngai, staging area for heavy equipment deliver-
ies to Special Forces camps. Rt: Navy Seabees board Australian Caribou to be airlifted fo Green Beret camp.

Wings of Steel

Special Forces personnel injured.
One of the 20 Seabee-built concrete
structures at the camp received a
direct hit by an 81-mm mortar shell
with little resulting damage. The
Special Forces team commander at-
tributed the lack of casualties to the
strong new facilities.

DUR!NC THE ATTACK MCB-9 con-
tinued to move its lightweight
construction equipment to the site of
another proposed landing strip. CH-
53A Sea Stallion helicopters were
performing their first duty in Viet-
nam by lifting the equipment, and
during the attack were fired upon
for the first time. One of the large
helicopters was damaged by machine
gun fire outside the BaTo camp, but
no casualties resulted. Despite the
ground fire the new helicopters con-
tinued to move the equipment.

Building landing strips is not the
only job for which the flying Sea-
bees use the helicopters. The
battalion, stationed at Red Beach
near Da Nang, has also used the
copters for transporting men and
equipment to build for the Green
Berets three camps. They have air-
lifted equipment to Quang Ngai to
build warehouses and medical facili-
ties, and flown to Phu Bai to build
a 1000-man city for a Marine regi-
ment.

As methods of fighting have
changed in Vietnam, so have the
methods of construction. Several
Seabee battalions have adapted to
this change through the use of the
helicopter.

—Photos by PHC R. Dawson, USN
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DUST CLOUDS form as Chinook helicopter approaches to airlift tire assembly
to construction site, Below: New Sea Stallion helicopter is one of three types
used by the Marines to airlift Seabee construction equipment to campsites.
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Farewell to the Flyin

TH.E RETURN OF wss Currituck (AV
7) to her North Island base from
a 10-month deployment in WestPac
marked the end of the era of the
Navy’s seaplanes and the ladies who
tended them.
The Navy's seaplane tenders have
been mothballed in conjunction with
the phasing out of the P-5 Marlin,

the last of the operational seaplanes.
Replacing the seaplanes are the
landbased P-3 Orion patrol airplanes
and similar aircraft capable of carry-
ing more sophisticated equipment
and traveling longer distances. The
Orion, which first became opera-
tional in 1962, has advanced ASW
patrol capabilities.

SAIL SOFTLY but swing a big crane must be the slogan here as Currituck
crewmen prepare to hoist a Marlin to the ship’s deck for needed repairs.

Patrol Squadron 40, based at
Sangley Point, Cavite—the Navy's
last operational seaplane airdrome—
had the distinction of flying the P-5
Marlin seaplane’s last long-range pa-
trol mission for the Navy in May.
VP 40 was operating at the time
with Currituck in the South China
Sea. Ewven while this final mission
was being flown, other “pig boats,”
as the Marlin crews affectionately
call their aircraft, were being flown
from Sangley Point to Konan, Japan,
for mothballing.

Seaplanes will remain in use, how-
ever, but not in Navy colors. The
U. S. Coast Guard plans to con-
tinue using seaplanes to fly patrol
and rescue missions,

T HE STORIES of the seaplane and the
seaplane tender are inseparable
even as they were inseparable in op-
eration. It is fitting that their Navy
careers end together,
The last remaining operational

ALL HANDS



seaplane tender, Currituck, com-
pleted her 10-month deployment
with the Seventh Fleet on 24 May,
when she returned to her North Is-
land base. Currituck served as a
forward operations seadrome for
North Island-based seaplane squad-
rons VP-40, VP-48 and VP-50.

She was also the flagship of Com-
mander Patrol Force Seventh Fleet,
head of Operation Market Time, a
coastal surveillance operation in-
volving patrol planes and desig-
nated surface ships off South Viet-
nam. Operation Market Time is
aimed at curtailing the flow of men
and war materials to enemy forces in
the South via sea supply routes.
The tender-seaplane combination
performed this job well, but time
and technology have finally caught
up with the Marlin and other flying
boats and rendered them obsolete.

The two other operational sea-
plane tenders, uvss Salishury Sound
(AV 13) and Pine Island (AV 12)
also operated with the Seventh Fleet
as forward seadromes in the Viet-
nam area before their decommis-
sioning. They are now deactivated
at the Puget Sound Naval Shipyard
at Bremerton, Wash,

Currituck had the distinction of

oafs

winning the last Battle “E” award
ever given to a seaplane tender. She
earned the award this year in com-
petition with Salisbury and Pine
Island.

T= coMPLEMENT of a seaplane
tender, like the complement of
an aircraft carrier, reflected the
unit’s ability to operate in two med-
iums, air and water. All surface and
air ratings coordinated their func-
tions to carry out the tender’s op-
erational mission. Whether it was
pumping JP-5 to her flock, repairing
an ailing member of her brood or
clearing the sealane for a takeoff,
the seaplane tender and her crew
combined special equipment and
special skills to perform competently
their job and mission.

Seaplane tenders have charac-
teristically large cranes which are
used to lift seaplanes to their decks
for repairs, and although seaplanes
are being mothballed, the tenders’
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IT'S A BOAT, IT’S A PLANE, IT'S a seaplane. The versatile seaplane has
served the Navy well in many capacities since the birth of naval aviation.

GOING DOWN-—USS Pine Island returns Marlin to duty after repairs. Be-
low: Salisbury Sound tends flock of Marlins during Operation Market Time.
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FIRST tr tlantic crossing in
1919 by Navy seaplane NC-4.

VP4 BOMBERS drop bombs during WWI.

Rt: WW Il OS2N-1 is lowered onto
catapult aboard USS Pasadena,

LI

THE THIRD plane purchased by the Navy was this Wright B-1.

special naval architectural style will
remain in the Fleet. But not as sea-
plane tenders.

Several tenders have been over-
hauled for other jobs, such as wss
Rehoboth (AGS 50), originally com-
missioned as a seaplane tender in

WORLD WAR Il VETS—Puair of PBM-552
Mariners fly in formation. Below left:

Famous PBY Catalina performed many
rescues. Below rt: PB2Y3 Coronado.
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1944 and converted to a survey ship
in 1947; vss Albemarle (AV 5) was
converted and renamed Corpus
Christi Bay (T ARVH 1), and now
operates as an Army aeronautical
maintenance ship; Norton Sound
(AVM 1), a guided missile ship; and
Valcour (AVP 55) which is used as
flagship for Commander Middle
East. These are representative of
several classes of ships, originally
commissioned as seaplane tenders,
which have been converted for other
jobs.

Altogether, 40 seaplane tenders
serviced the flying boats. These ten-
ders represented six different classes
of ships.

The history of seaplanes and sea-
plane tenders actually goes back to
the birth of naval aviation. In the
seaplane’s case, the bird came before
the egg.

HE NAVY's FIRsT airplane, the A-1,
was an amphibian equipped with
floats making it a type of seaplane.
It was purchased on 8 May 1911,
which has since been adopted as the
official birthday of naval aviation.
The A-1 had a metal-tipped pro-
peller and was designed to fly at 45
miles per hour,

Before the introduction of sea-
planes such as the A-1, Eugene Ely
had proven the feasibility of using
land-type planes aboard ship, but
the seaplane was yet another logical
path of development. It could go
with the fleet, take off on a mission
and return to its mother ship.

In 1912 a flying boat, an airplane
capable of landing and taking off
only on water, was tested by Lieu-
tenant T. G. Ellyson. It was success-
ful and attained a speed of 59.4
miles per hour. But more important,
it demonstrated that a combination
boat and airplane could work.

World War I stimulated the
growth of aviation in the Navy. In
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THE MARLIN—A Marlin flies low over junk during patrol mission. Rt: Preparing to enter water at Sangley Point.

April 1917, the Navy possessed 51
seaplanes and three land-type planes.
By November 1918, the number had
grown to 1965 seaplanes and 242
land planes, as the Navy came to
realize the potential of the floating
aircraft.

During World War I, antisub-
marine warfare was the primary con-
sideration of naval aviation, and the
seaplane was ideal for this task. The
war also advanced technology, and
the seaplanes continued to grow in
importance and capabilities. The
end product of World War I de-
velopment of seaplanes was the NC-
boats. This type of seaplane was
capable of greater ranges, and one
such craft, NC-4, made a trans-
atlantic flight, the first by any
aircraft,

LEXIBILITY and importance of sea-
planes received an additional

boost when they were introduced
aboard battleships and cruisers in
the 1920s. A revolving catapult was
developed, enabling a seaplane to be
launched from a ship’s deck. This
technique was used aboard battle-
ships and cruisers throughout WW
II.

The true worth of the seaplane
was amplified, however, by World
War II. Such seaplane names as
Catalina, Mariner, Coronado and
Mars will long be remembered by
Navymen for their varied roles in
that war. Seaplanes were used for
bombing, strafing, patrol missions,
photo reconnaissance, antisubmarine
warfare and carrying cargo.

They also made many at-sea
rescues. They were able to perform
in an area which had no airstrip,
and with the addition of the first
seaplane tender in 1921, could be

repaired and serviced at sea. This
aided personnel operating in remote
and virtually inaccessible regions.

The addition of the seaplane
tenders with the variety of services
they could perform gave the sea-
planes the versatility required to en-
able them to remain in service
for so many years., There have
been many variations of seaplanes
throughout this type of aircraft’s
long history, but with the decom-
missioning of the last three tenders,
Currituck, Salisbury Sound and
Pine Island, the era of the seaplane
comes to an end.

The Navy planes which used the
sea as their runways, and the ships
which serviced them are gone, but
their service and deeds will long re-
main a part of naval history,

—Larry Henry, JO2, USN

Orion and Neptune Carry On Tradition of Navy’s Patrol Aircraft
The SP2H Neptune patrol plane (left) and the P3 Orion (right) are two multipurpose aircraft which are reliev-
ing the older seaplanes. The Orion is equipped with el ectronic detection devices and armed with antisubmarine
weapons. It is the Navy’s most advanced long-range patrol aircraft. The Neptune is shown flying low over a Viet-
namese junk while on a Market Time surveillance patrol south of Vung Tau.

AUGUST 1967
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THE NAVAL AIR arms of Carrier Air

Wings Five and Nineteen have
hammered North Vietnam supply
routes and industrial sites almost
continuously since the end of the
lunar New Year.

Bombed heaviest have been
bridges, cargo barges, and railroad
sidings.

At the time of the bombings, the
wings were made up of VA 93, 94
and 115 with CAW 5, and VA 192
and 195 and VF 191 with CAW 19.
CAW 5 flew off the deck of the at-
tack carrier uss Hancock (CVA 19),
while the nuclear carrier Enterprise
(CVAN 65) and attack carrier Kitty
Hawk (CVA 63) served as home
base for CAW 19,

In recent action, Enterprise pilots,
flying A6 all-weather Intruders,
struck the Thai Nguyen steel fabri-

DAT

cation plant located 35 miles north
of Hanoi. They reported their mis-
sion a success.

Elsewhere, A4 Skyhawks of CAW
19 destroved a bypass bridge with
500-pound bombs 33 miles north of
Vinh. They also blasted bunkers
five miles north of the Demilitarized
Zone.

Hancock pilots, meanwhile, struck
a major highway bridge 17 miles
south-southeast of Dong Hoi. The
Al Skyraiders used 250-pound bombs
to damage both approaches to the
causeway.

Kitty Hawk pilots concentrated on
the Sam Son military barracks nine
miles southeast of Thanh Hoa. They
also pounded a radar site 48 miles
east of Haiphong with their 2.75-
inch rockets.

A TYPICAL ASSESSMENT of bomb
damage for the day as reported
by wing pilots listed five buildings
at a military facility damaged; a
river ford, four bridges, and a radar
site damaged; one supply route, two
road segments, a supply ferry land-
ing, three bridge approaches and
500 feet of railroad track interdicted;
one truck destroyed, five damaged;
two tugs destroyed; nine water craft
destroyed, 19 damaged.

Harassment and destruction of
waterborne craft off the coast of
North Vietnam has kept Seventh
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OVER THE DRINK—Navy jets refuel from A3B tanker off USS Kitty Hawk after bombing mission over North Vietnam.

INE: VIETNAM

Fleet units active in their Sea
Dragon operations,

The destroyer vss O'Brien (DD
725) took six supply craft under fire
recently, destroying two and dam-
aging three. Earlier, she had joined
her sister ship Allen M. Sumner (DD
692) in destroying five cargo barges
and firing on coastal segments of
Route 1. The road was reported
heavily damaged in two places.

Meanwhile, an enemy shore
battery scored a hit on the destroyer
Turner Joy (DD 951). Although
damage was slight—a one and a half-
foot-hole in the rear part of the main
deck—one crewman received a minor
injury when he was hit by a piece
of shrapnel that pierced the ship’s
deckhouse,

The destroyer returned the fire
ashore, but was unable to assess the
damage caused by her 5-inch guns.

A few days later, in the same
vicinity, Turner Joy sank a 60-foot
cargo craft. Then, in company
with the destroyer Duncan (DDR
874), she turned her 5-inchers on a
group of 30 barges in a river near
Dong Hoi. The ships’ shells de-
stroyed eight and damaged 17 of the
craft.

MUCH OF THIS same type action
took place south of the 17th
parallel.

In the I Corps, uppermost region
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of South Vietnam, uss Providence
(CLG 6) shelled enemy assembly
areas, supply routes and bunkers.
The cruiser’s 6-inch projectiles
caused two secondary explosions at
an enemy headquarters just 17 miles
south-southeast of Da Nang.

This same area was pounded by
the 5-inch guns of uss Shelton (DD
790) which accounted for five enemy
killed, 36 emplacements destroyed
or damaged; eight trenches, four
bunkers and four roads damaged.
Two days earlier, this Seventh Fleet
destroyer gave the enemy an equally

ON THE JOB—Seabees of MCB Five fire mortar. Below: Minesweeper crew-
member readies pig. Rt: Cruisermen of USS Canberra pass powder casings.




D-DAY LIFT OFF—copter leaves LPH to land troops for vertical assault on VC.

severe pounding by knocking out 26
hidden emplacements.

Alongside U. S. destroyers in 1
Corps waters was the Australian
guided missile destroyer amas Ho-
bart. She is credited with destroying
and damaging many of the enemy’s
emplacements and bunkers,

After completing one harassment
assignment, Hobart was called upon
to hit enemy troops attacking an ob-
servation post. The Australians
answered the emergency and killed
15 of the enemy as they retreated.
Hobart also fired her guns in sup-
port of Operation Pershing. Her
targets were assembly areas and in-
filtration routes. She destroyed two
emplacements and damaged 10, de-

stroved two bunkers, and caused a
secondary explosion.

The only action reported in the
II Corps during this time was that
of Sheltorn’s guns fired in support of
U. S. ground troops. She blasted
assembly areas, supply and infiltra-
tion routes and a base camp 17 miles
north-northwest of Bong Son. Using
5-inch, high explosive projectiles, the
destroyer leveled 50 emplacements
and damaged another 67.

FU‘RTH‘ER souTH, in the IIT Corps,

an enemy camp was completely
erased by the destroyer McKean
(DD 784). Her shelling caused two
major secondary explosions and 13
minor ones. All that remained of the

camp was billowing, yellow smoke.

Fire also erupted 12 miles north-
east of Vung Tau when the inshore
fire support ship Carronade (IFS 1)
attacked enemy positions. One stor-
age area was observed burning for
16 hours.

In the IV Corps sector was the
destroyer McCaffery (DD 860)
which provided harassment and in-
terdiction support during Operation
Pepper Bush II. The DD also
turned her guns on enemy positions
20 miles east-southeast of Phu Vinh
and reportedly knocked out five em-
placements. McCaffery’s shelling
also started several fires in the en-
emy’s camp.

Taking a break in April from her
support role was the medium land-
ing rocket ship vss White River
(LSMR 536). This tour, her third
off the coast of South Vietnam, be-
gan in May 1966. Since then, White
River’s 5-inch rockets and 40-mm
guns accounted for nearly 6000 en-
emy emplacements destroyed or
damaged. She also scored on 53
bunkers and 207 sampans, and is
credited with 218 enemy troops
killed. Her major assicnments in-
cluded the amphibious landing op-
erations Deckhouse VI and Beacon
Hill 1.

EANWHILE, Game Warden and
Market Time units continued in
their efforts to curtail VC and North
Vietnamese coastal and river activi-
ties.

Four patrol boats on the Mekong
River aided a Vietnamese outpost
under enemy attack 115 miles west
of Saigon. The PBRs arrived on the

CRAFTY LANDING—MCB Nine Seabees disembark from landing craft to construct housing (rt.) in Mekong Delta.
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NAVY DELIVERS Army 175-mm howitzers to Dong Ha where they will give fire support for U. S. Marine operations.

scene about midnight and im-
mediately came under automatic
weapons fire from the beach. The
Navymen returned the fire, pouring
50-caliber machine gun and 40-mm
grenade rounds on the enemy posi-
tions. After more than an hour and
a half of exchanging fire, the VC
broke up their attack, retreated, and
the outpost was secure.

Other Market Time units, pa-
trolling off the coast of Vietnam,
inspected, or boarded and searched
more than 2200 vessels in one day.
Fourteen persons were detained for
further questioning,.

Along the Mekong Delta and
Rung Sat Special Zone, Operation
Game Warden crews probed through
nearly 1800 craft. The river units
held 44 persons for investigation by
South Vietnamese officials.

AMONC ManY behind-the-scene re-

ports that come from Vietnam is
one which typifies the teamwork go-
ing on there. It involves not only
U. 8. service forces, but that of the
Australian Navy as well.

It began when an eight-year-old
Vietnamese boy was seriously in-
jured after falling against the fly-
wheel of the engine in his father’s
fishing boat.

First to answer the call for medi-
cal help was the Australian de-
stroyer Hobart, operating nearby on
a gunfire mission.

Both the youngster and his father
were taken aboard Hobart where the
ship’s surgeon stitched the boy’s
lacerations.

Hobart, meantime, had requested
an emergency MedEvac from other
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units in the area. The tank leading
ship Washtenaw County (LST
1166) relayed the message to a
Marine group ashore which, in turn,
summoned an Army helicopter to the
scene.

While all this was happening, the
Coast Guard patrol boat uscc Point
Orient made her way alongside the
fishing craft and transferred the two-
some from Hobart to Washtenaw
County. From there, the fisherman
and his son were flown to medical
facilities in Quang Ngai. The ordeal
took less than one hour.

At about the same time, the
Navy’s hospital ship facilities were
being doubled: vss Sanctuary (AH
17) began her first tour in South
Vietnam,

The newly recommissioned ship

e, v

(November 1966) arrived in Da
Nang early one morning in mid-
April from her home port, Alameda,
Calif. The following day, helicopters
began delivering her first patients.

Little time had been lost before
she joined the hospital ship Repose
in providing a haven for combat
wounded. Not since World War 11,
when Sanctuary spent 13 months in
the South Pacific, had war casualties
lain in her wards.

Those 20 wards hold 750 beds.
She also has four operating rooms,
three X-ray units, laboratory facili-
ties and a pharmacy. In addition,
Sanctuary is equipped with a frozen
blood bank, an artificial heart and
kidney, and ultrasonic diagnostic
equipment—among the most modern
medical aids in Vietnam today.

‘SURF'S UP'—Seventh Fleet oiler USS Navasota makes delivery in heavy seas.




WHERE IT COUNTS—Navy ships off Vietnam receive needed supplies and ammunition from the Service Force Pacific.

LIFE LINE OF THE

FFICIALLY SPEAKING, the Service

Force Pacific is celebrating its
25th anniversary this year, but its
origins go back much further than
that.

People who know about such
things consider as one of its prede-
cessors the “train” which supported
the Great White Fleet in its cruise
around the world in 1907.

At the time, the enterprise was
considered to be one of frightening
magnitude. It required that 20 ships
(16 battleships, four auxiliaries) and
14,000 men travel 46,000 miles. The
organization and logistics involved
were staggering to the imagination.

SEA KNIGHT helos prepare to hook
stores from USS Sacramento (AOE 1)
for vertical lift to waiting customer.

i

Since that time, much has been
learned concerning these two points.

Today, Service Force Pacific is en-
gaged in supporting on a continuing
basis the U. S. Pacific Fleet, consist-
ing of hundreds of ships and hun-
dreds of thousands of men. Service
Force Pacific itself is much larger
than the entire Great White Fleet,
consisting as it does of more than
46,000 men, 117 ships and 13 shore
activities, The job it does is not of
frightening magnitude, nor does it
stagger the imagination. It's all done
so smoothly that it's considered rou-
tine.

At the time of the Great White
Fleet, it would seem no one in au-
thority had considered that the coal-
burning battleships of the Fleet
would need replenishment. As a re-
sult, nearly 75 per cent of the coal
needed for the voyage had to be
obtained from foreign sources—on
the road, so to speak.

BY THE TIME of World War 1 we
had progressed somewhat in our
understanding of logistics. uss Mau-
mee (AO 2), commissioned in 1916,
was stationed in mid-Atlantic and,
by 5 Jul 1917, had fueled 34 Britain-
bound destroyers.

(Maumee was our first large diesel-
powered ship. In 1914, a promising
young submarine lieutenant, Chester
W. Nimitz, had been selected to take
training in Germany and then super-
vise the building of the engines in
the New York Navy Yard. On her

commissioning in 1916, this same of-
ficer, by now a commander, became
her executive and engineering of-
ficer.)

Today, failure to provide any of
the basics, of which fuel is merely
an example, is so far from a likeli-
hood as to be almost incomprehensi-
ble to the men who use these basics.

It's all taken for granted. The
Service Force Pacific is now con-
cerned with the finer details of the
operation—trimming a few seconds
off the record for replenishment, an
ice plant to Chu Lai, Handclasp sup-
plies to Vietnamese villagers—rather
than the operation itself.

APPLES TO NUTS—Combat stores are

highlined from USS Mars (AFS 1) fo
USS Coral Sea (CYA 43) off Vietnam.




This proficiency in concept, plan-
ning and operation did not spring
into existence overnight. It grew
from such experiences as the travels
(and travails) of the Great White
Fleet.

Here’s an exceedingly brief sum-
mary of how the Service Force
Pacific achieved its present-day
skills, and what it is now doing.

Dvnmc World War 1, the wark of
mobile destroyer tenders at
Queenstown, Ireland, in support of
U. S. naval forces operating with the
British Grand Fleet, confirmed the
importance of floating support facili-
ties and opened the door for future
advances in mobile logistic support.

Three years after the end of WW

PACIFIC

I, the Fleet Base Force, forerunner
of the present Service Force, was
formed. It consisted of oilers, fresh
and frozen food ships, repair ships,
fleet tugs and target repair ships.

It was this group that made the
first contribution to modern under-
way replenishment techniques.

The oiler vss Cuyama (AO 3)
performed one of the first alongside
underway refuelings of another ship
on 11 Jan 1924. Cuyama fueled the
light cruiser uss Omaha and the
minesweepers Kingfisher and Tern
in calm seas with Cuyama towing
Omaha at four knots.

In 1925, the operating force of
the Navy consisted of 234 ships. Of
these, 75 were support vessels of the
Fleet Base Force. By 1940, the Navy
had grown to 344 combatants and
120 service ships.

WITH THE ADVENT of World War

11, the U. S. Navy in the Pa-
cific was required to operate thou-
sands of miles from the continental
U. S. Logistic planning and tech-
niques were, of necessity, developed
to a fine art.

When the Fleet moved, so did
huge numbers of mobile logistic sup-
port ships and craft,

Underway replenishment became
an accepted routine—a tactic which
kept the Fleet on the go for long
periods of time.

By August 1945 the Service Force
totaled 2930 ships and craft which
supplied the largest Navy the world
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ONE STOP SHOPPING by Enterprise and Bainbridge as they refuel and re-
plenish from USS Sacramento (AOE 1). Below: USS Hancock takes her turn.

had ever seen and one which was
spread across the entire Pacific
Ocean.

In the early 1950s, the Service
Force was called again to supply
the U. 8. Fleet which was operating
far from the shores of the U. S.
However, the distance from Korea
to the nearest supply bases in Japan
was only 200 miles, although from
there it was another 5000 miles to
the United States.

Today, in the Vietnam confligt the
supply lines extend some 6300 miles
from the United States to bases in
the Philippines and an additional
700 to 1000 miles to Vietnam itself,

N VIETNAM, the contributions of
the Service Force have included:
® Furnishing underway logistic
services, repairs and supplies to the
forces afloat of the Seventh Fleet
from Service Force mobile logistic
support ships.

% Salvage of ships aground and
clearance of damaged ships and
other obstructions from the rivers.

® Treatment of wounded at the
hospital ashore at Da Nang and
afloat in the hospital ship uss Repose
(AH 16).

& Hydrographic surveys and pro-
duction of charts.

® Establishment of communica-
tion channels between the operating
forces afloat and communications
stations ashore through use of a
satellite.

® Support of U. S. and other
fighting forces ashore in the I Corps
tactical zone of Vietnam through the
Da Nang Naval Support Activity
and its facilities at Chu Lai, Hue,
Phu Bai and Dong Ha.

® Development of bases along
the coast and the rivers in the Me-
kong Delta region and the provision
of supplies, repair services and other
logistic support to naval forces in
the II, III and IV Corps areas by
the Saigon Naval Support Activity
and its detachments.

® Construction of airfields, port
facilities and camps, amounting to
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TIME SAVING underway replenishment is demonstrated by USS Mars and USS
Yorktown (CYS 10). Below: USS Hornet crewmen receive load of bombs.

more than one million dollars of
combat construction per week, by
the Seabees.

® Providing ship repairs, supplies,
ammunition and other services in the
Philippines and Guam.

® As might be expected, the de-
mand for ordnance has increased at
an extraordinary rate. Ammunition

ships now transfer as much as
11,000 tons of ammunition per
month.

IN sHORT, the scope and tempo of

operations by the Service Force in
Vietnam have only been exceeded
during the World War II years of
1944 and 1945.

To keep up with these demands,
Service Force personnel has been
increased by approximately 40 per
cent during the last year and more
than 20 ships have been added since
early 1965.

Since World War II, the concept
and techniques used to provide lo-
gistic support have continuously ad-
vanced. For instance, vertical re-
plenishment by helicopters, the
ram-tension highline and the fast
automatic shuttle transfer for the
speedier delivery of missiles have
all been developed since that time.

The Service Force has acquired
two multiproduct replenishment
ships—uss Sacramento (AOE 1) and
Mars {AFS 1) within the last three
vears. They are designed to provide
one-stop service in a variety of
products.

However, for the most part, the
117 ships in the Service Force today
have seen action in World War 11,
Only 11 ships now serving with the
Force have been built since 1945.
Two oilers, uss Cimarron (AO 22)
and Platte (AO 24) are among the
oldest ships in the Navy. Both were
commissioned in 1939 and have
been on continuous active duty ever
since.

Two of the World War II ships,
the gasoline tanker uss Genesee
(AOG 8) and the landing craft re-
pair ship Krishna (ARL 38), have
won the Navy Unit Commendation
for their work in Vietnam.

Two other Service Force units
have also earned the award—uss
Pyro (AE 24) commissioned in 1956,
and the Naval Support Activity Da
Nang, activated in October 1965.

SERVICE FORCE facilities keep ships at full operating effectiveness. Here, USS Tecumseh (SSBN 628) enters drydock at
Guam. Rt: Refueling in any kind of sea is demonstrated by USS Chemung (AO 30) and USS Hooper (DE 1026).
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ON THE MOVE—Navy doctor Glick quickly prepares for surgery. Rt: He passes a comforting word to a patient.

Destroyer Docfor

ocror (Lieutenant) John L.

Glick, vsn, was a blur of motion
as he moved frnm patient to patient,
making examinations and issuing
orders to the many corpsmen on
hand to assist.

Minutes before, LT Glick had
been making his rounds in the sick
bay aboard the destroyer uss Collett
(DD 730). Word was passed over
the ship’s public address system for
the medical officer to report to the
flight deck for helo transfer to the
guided missile cruiser uss Canberra
(CAG 2). As LT Glick grabbed his
medical bag and headed aft, he
knew he was in for a busy night.

Earlier that afternoon the de-
stroyer uss Keppler (DD 765) had
taken a direct hit from a North
Vietnamese shore battery, which
wounded six men. The two de-
stroyers were with Seventh Fleet

ships in Operation Sea Dragon.

Due to limited medical facilities
about Keppler, the wounded had
been transferred to Canberra,

In the meantime, a request was
sent to Destroyer Squadron 92, em-
barked in Collett, to provide its
doctor to aid in the emergency.
Within minutes LT Glick was air-
borne and on his way.

In a medical manner developed
through training and experience, LT
Glick, and two other Navy doctors,
moved from man to man. As the
wounded were being treated, deci-
sions were made as to which men
would be evacuated later that night
for further treatment,

The following day, LT Glick re-
turned to his own ship to carry on
his routine medical duties.

—Story by Bill Case, JOC, USN
—Photos by R. Moeser, JOC, USN




SMALL TANKER—Spad refuels faster jet in one of its many jobs. Rt: Spad touches down after completing its mission.

Ask the Man Who

EFORE ENROLLING in college,

Lieutenant (jg) George Duskin
had a job as a truck driver. Sitting
behind the wheel of his semitrailer
rig, he would hear planes buzzing
overhead, and suddenly the cab
would be a cockpit. It was a con-
tinuous dream through his school
years and part-time jobs, until he
pinned on a set of Navy wings.

On 7 May 1965, after completing
. college and pilot training, LTJG
Duskin became a Navy flier. He
climbed into the cockpit of an A-1
Skyraider, more commonly known as
a Spad, and took his first flight. He’s
been flying them ever since.

“I always wanted to fly a Spad,”
he says. “When I first went up I
was too excited to think. But after
I calmed down I realized that every-
thing I had heard about the Spad
was true. It was great.”

LTJG Duskin is now serving with

Attack Squadron 52 (VA 52)
aboard uss Ticonderoga (CVA 14)
in Vietnam.

The propeller-driven Skyraider he
flies derived its nickname of “Spad”
from its resemblance to the World
War I aircraft of the same name.
It is the oldest attack aircraft in use
in Vietnam and has been out of pro-
duction since 1957. Yet, despite its
age, the Spad and the men who fly
it are doing as well in Vietnam as
they did in Korea and World
War I1.

The Skyraider can be modified for
half a dozen different missions with-
out leaving the hangar deck. One
day LTJG Duskin may fly recon-
naissance or rescue Ccover missions.
The next day or night, attacks may
be made on enemy installations. The
plane’s versatility goes unquestioned.

Navy Spad pilots in Vietnam
have contributed a number of har-

ALL SYSTEMS GO—Sign language is used by catapult crew to ready Skyraider launch. Rt: Three VA-52 Skyraiders
fly formation toward enemy targets in North Vietnam. Above: LTJG Duskin signals as he taxis his Spad for takeoff.




rowing and courageous experiences
to the perpetual Spad tradition.
Their acts of valor range from shoot-
ing down the latest Soviet-built
MIG fighters to crashing out of com-
munist prison camps.

After more than 100 missions over
Vietnam, LTJG Duskin has come to
know and avidly believe in Spad
tradition. “Spad men are the doers,”
says Duskin. “They are a tightly
knit group—confident, courageous
and a little cocky. But they have to
be. You never know what’s going to
happen in a Spad.

“A Spad pilot is flying a plane
that is several years older than its
jet counterparts. He can’t climb as

- ;

Flies One
, s n ORDNANCEMEN give big push in effort to load Spad with 2000-pound bomb.

high, cruise as fast, or dive as Plane’s load-carrying capability is especially svited for Vietnam conflict.
quickly, so he must compensate with
fine airmanship.”

As the Spads respond, so do the
men who fly them. The pilots are
responsive to the needs of their
squadron and to each other. They
work as one coordinated body, with
each man relying on the others.

An example of this camaraderie is
the freshman pilot who comes to the
squadron without combat experi-
ence. Veterans like LTJG Duskin
spend time with a new man, telling
him of varied experiences, volun-
teering information and pouring out
encouragement.

As for the Spads, their era is fast
coming to an end. From 1945, when
a Spad set the international load-
carrying record, to 1950, when it

flew into Korea and was heralded as > B . . . .
“the most effective close support air- SHARING details of mission with roommate, Duskin explains maneuver with

plane in the world,” to the versatile hands. Above left: Flight deck crew take final look before launch. Right:
missions now being flown in Viet- Checking flight reports aboard USS Ticonderoga is daily routine for Duskin.

nam, the plane has been the Navy’s . ; e
M,
: 7 .

able dog.

But now there are newer, faster
aircraft that will eventually replace
the Spad. The Vietnam conflict may
be the last curtain call for this old
crusader.

But Spad pilots like LT]G Duskin
will still tell you that they’d rather
fight than switch. This is the kind of
spirit on which squadrons thrive.
The result is the constant high per-
formance record of Spads and Spad
pilots in combat over Vietnam.

—Story by R. W. Spayd, JO3, USN
Photos by D. L. Reed, PH2, USN
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SELF-SERVICE depar.tmem of the Taiwan Navy Exchange features wide aisles and stocked shelves for easy shopping.

Navy Exchange,

Navm_ PERSONNEL in Taiwan may
be some 7000 miles from the
West Coast of the United States, but
there is one area on this island, one
of the most beautiful in the world,
which is typically American. That is
the Exchange which is open to U. S.
military personnel and their families.

The Navy is in charge of running
this facility. During the past few
years, the Navy-run operation has
been increasing steadily from the
standpoint of services and sales. It
does a big job well.

The job of the Navy Exchange is
to meet the needs of the approxi-
mately 15,000 eligible patrons of
Taiwan. To do this, each of 33,000
separate items must be kept simul-
taneously on the shelf, in the ware-
house and on order.

The problem of keeping the
shelves of Taiwan’s exchanges
stocked is not quite the same as it
would be in the States. There are no
overnight deliveries of out-of-stock
items. Because of the large flow of
material to Vietnam, time of delivery
from West Coast ports to Taiwan
has increased from three to five
months,

Delayed shipments, however, have
not forced the closing of a single
outlet. At times, an item shortage
does occur. When this happens the
item is designated “limited” until a
new shipment arrives. This action

28

is designed to keep the item on the
shelf and available to patrons as
long as possible.

The Taiwan Navy Exchange in
its entirety consists of a wide range
of retail and service outlets. They
include 15 retail stores, six gas sta-
tions, 17 cafeterias and snack bars,
nine barbershops, five beauty shops,
two bake shops, four tailor shops,
four personal service centers, three
enlisted men’s clubs and three
mobile canteens.

The Exchange facilities are lo-
cated on Taiwan wherever there is a

Taiwan

major U. S. military installation. The
U. S. serviceman is seldom far from
a retail store, barbershop, cafeteria,
or whatever he needs in the line of
exchange services.

These services begin on the
northern shore of Taiwan at Keelung,
which is the port of entry for all
exchange merchandise. From there,
the goods are moved south to outlets
at Taipei, Taichung, Kung Kuan,
Chia Yi, Tainan and Kaohsiung.

Oluanpi, approximately 300 miles
away, is the terminal of the Navy
Exchange island supply line on the

PHOTO CORNER—An Exchange shopper buys film at the photo counter, a
popular stop for Americans who use the camera to record their stay at Taiwan.
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southern tip of the island. Two off-
shore islands, Kinmen and Matsu,
also have exchange outlets and must
be kept stocked.

Taipei serves as the headquarters
for the island-wide branch outlets.
Normally, an exchange operates as a
station activity independent of a
parent store in the local area. On
Taiwan, however, all orders for
merchandise are passed through the
main office at Taipei.

The Taiwan Navy Exchange also
serves five Air Force activities.
Taipei, Lin Kou and Chia Yi Air
Stations and Tainan and Ching
Chuan Kang Air Bases all have Navy
Exchange facilities.

Although the 7000 miles sepa-
rating Taiwan and the United States
does at times present delivery prob-
lems, the Exchange claims to stock
a wider range of goods than may be
found in stateside outlets. Overseas
requirements are broader in scope
and the Exchange carries many items
that a U. S. Exchange is not allowed
to stock. As a result, the Exchange
offers such items as large appliances,
a wide selection of clothing, furni-
ture and foreign goods, including
cameras, watches, hi-i equipment
and jewelry.

Improvement of services has been
a driving force behind the growth
of the Exchange during its four years
on Taiwan. During 1966, Taipei had
a 66 per cent increase in sales over
1965 indicative, says the manager,
of improved service. The increase,
he feels, was the outcome of
modernizing, enlarging or building
new Exchange facilities.

ON THE GO—The Navy Exchange service station keeps the serviceman’s car running with gasoline and oil. Rf: Me-

At Lin Kou Air Station, a new
retail store was established.

The Kaohsiung facilities have been
completely remodeled.

A retail store, cafeteria, barber,
laundry and dry cleaning and tailor
shops were set up at Kung Kuan.

In Tainan, a warehouse was built.

At the main store in Taipei, im-
provements were made to offer
faster service, additional merchandise
and a greater convenience to patrons.
The Country Store was opened to
meet the needs of the Exchange
community when the retail store and
commissary are closed.

The growth will continue, say the
Exchange people, as long as the
U. S. military man and his de-
pendents on Taiwan require services
the Navy Exchange can provide.

LATEST SOUNDS from the States are available in LPs and pre-recorded tapes.
Below: Lady shoppers look for pleasing colors in the yard-goods department.

%
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chanics at the service station use ready supply of spare parts to keep American cars in good running condition.
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ADM Moorer Takes Helm as Chief of Naval Operations

Admiral Thomas H. Moorer, 55,
has been appointed to succeed re-
tiring Admiral David L. McDonald,
60, as Chief of Naval Operations.

ADM Moorer has held some of
the Navy’s toughest dssignments, in-
cluding the combined CinCLantFlt,
CinCLant and SacLant (NATO)
job he held just before he moved
into the Washington headquarters.

Born in Mount Willing, Ala., on
9 Feb 1912, ADM Moorer gradu-
ated from the Naval Academy in
1933. He spent two vears aboard
the cruisers uss Salt Lake City (CL
25) and New Orleans (CA 32) be-
fore he became a naval aviator.
(Four of the previous 17 Navy
Chiefs were also aviators: FADM
E. ]J. King, ADM F. P. Sherman,
ADM G. W. Anderson, and ADM
McDonald.)

ADM Moorer first flew with
Fighter Squadron One-B based
aboard the carriers uss Langley
(CVL 27) and Lexington (CVS 16).
Then he flew with VF-6 from the
deck of the pre-WW 11 Enterprise
(CV 6) before he switched to patrol
squadrons in 1939,

When the Japanese bombed Ha-
waii, the admiral was a PBY Catalina
pilot with Patrol Squadron 22 at

Admiral Thomas H. Moorer, USN
New Chief of Naval Operations

30

Pear] Harbor. Shortly afterward his
squadron was flving over the South-
west Pacific in defense of Australia.

It was during the Dutch East
Indies campaign in mid-February
1942 that his plane was shot down
in flames by Japanese aircraft off
the coast of Darwin, Australia. The
admiral was rescued, but later that
same day the rescue ship was sunk
by the enemy. Despite wounds re-
ceived while engaging the enemy?
he led survivors ashore. For this he
was awarded the Silver Star in ad-
dition to the Purple Heart medal.

ADM Moorer also received a
Presidential Unit Citation while with
Patron 22, and the Distinguished
Flying Cross for heroism while as-
signed to Patron 101 flying out of
Australia.

The war in the Pacific ended for
the admiral in July 1942 when he
transferred to the United Kingdom
as a rhining observer for the U. S.
Fleet Commander. However, before
the year was out, he returned to the
air as commanding officer of Bomb-
ing Squadron 132 which operated in
Cuba and Africa from its base at
Key West.

Perhaps his most demanding WW

(Continued on page 31)

Admiral David L. McDonald, USN
Retiring Chief of Naval Operations

Paul Nitze Appointed
Deputy Secretary of Defense

The Honorable Paul H. Nitze,
Secretary of the Navy since 1963,
has moved up to the No. 2 position
in the Pentagon as the Depiity Sec-
retary of Defense, following the re-
cent resignation of Cyrus R. Vance.

At the time this issue went to
press, there was no announcement
as to the selection of his replacement
in the Navy's highest civilian assign-
ment, following the tragic death in
an aircraft accident of the newly ap-
pointed Secretary of the Navy, the
Honorable John T. McNaughton
(see next page).

Mr. Nitze, 60, takes with him into
the Defense Department’s second
highest position some 18 years of
government experience. A Harvard
graduate, he worked with a New
York investment banking firm before
entering federal service in 1942, Be-
tween then and 1953 he held various
high government assignments, in-
cluding several in the State De-
partment. In 1953 he left the
government to head the Foreign
Service Educational Foundation and
to work in association with the
Washington Center of Foreign Policy
Research of the School of Advanced
International Studies of Johns Hop-
kins University until 1961, when the

Paul H. Nitze
New Deputy Secretary of Defense
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President nominated him as Assist-
ant Secretary of Defense for Inter-
national Security Affairs.

Among steps affecting personnel
taken during his tenure as SecNav
were increases in basic pay and al-
lowances (both in 1964 and 1965,
and work toward a future pay raise),
the creation of flight deck hazard-
ous duty pay, beneficial suggestion
awards, $10,000 government life
insurance, variable reenlistment
bonuses, medmare and the Cold War
GI Bill,

One of Mr. Nitze’s primary inter-
ests was antisubmarine warfare pro-
grams. Another basic interest was
the aircraft carrier. In this area, he
worked for approval of the con-
cept that nuclear propulsion was
essential for future CVAs, and that
a CVAN should be approved every
other year.

The former Secretary also fostered
a program that permits multi-year
buying of ships.

A principal SecNav program was
the reorganization of all bureaus
under CNO. This change developed
a single chain of command within
the Navy Department.

CNO Change of Command
(Continued from page 30)

IT assignment was as a gunnery and
tactical officer on the staff of Com-
mander Air Force, Atlantic. He
planned and supervised the devel-
opment and use of gunnery and
ASW tactics, doctrines and training
methods. He also supervised many
experimental projects and studied
enemy tactics and countérmeasures,
In short, he “.. . contributed ma-
terially to the combat effectiveness
of aircraft in antisubmarine warfare

" according to the citation which
accompanied the Legion of Merit
he was awarded for his efforts.

From August 1945 until May
1946 ADM Moorer worked with the
Strategic Bombing Survey of CNO’s
office engaged in interrogation of
Japanese officials.

For two vears thereafter he served
as XO of the Naval Aviation Ord-
nance Test Station, Chincoteague,
Va., before serving aboard the car-
rier uss Midway (CVA 41) and on
the staff of Carrier Division Four in
the Atlanticc. He returned to the
laboratory as experiiental officer of
the Naval Ordance Test Station, In-
yvokern, Calif.

In the year that followed, the ad-
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The nation joined the U. S.
Navy and the Marine Corps in
mourning the tragic death of
John T. McNaughton who was
killed in an airplane accident
one week before he was sched-
uled to assume the office of Sec-
retary of the Navy.

His wife Sarah, and their
yvounger son Theodore, 11, also
died in the crash which claimed
a total of 82 lives,

Mr. MecNaughton, 45, had
been nominated to succeed Paul
H. Nitze, Secretary of the Navy
since 1963, who had been desig-
nated as Deputy Secretary of
Defense.

Mr. McNaughton had earlier
made his mark in public service
as a close co-worker of the Sec-
retary of Defense for nearly
seven years before his appoint-
ment as SecNav.

Mr. McNaughton was born in
Bicknell, Ind., on 21 Nov 1921.
Following graduation from col-
lege in 1942, Mr. McNaughton
served as a lieutenant, U. S.
Naval Reserve, He first com-
manded a gun crew on a mer-
chant ship in the Caribbean and
North Atlantic and later served
in a DE in the Pacific,

It was in 1951 that as a
Rhodes scholar he was granted
a B. Litt. degree from Oxford
University, England. He had
earlier earned an LL. B. degree
from Harvard Law School.

Upon returning to the United
States he assumed editorship of
his family’s newspaper, the
Pekin (Ill.) Daily Times until
1953.

He was a law professor at
Harvard when SecDef picked
him in 1961 to be Deputy As-
sistant Secretary of Defense

miral was a student at Naval War
College, Newport, R.I., then was re-
assigned to the Atlantic Naval Air
Force staff. As a captain in 1955, he
was ordered to Washington as Aide
to the Assistant Secretary of the

Navy for Air. Then he returned to
sea as commanding officer of the sea-
plane tender uss Salisbury Sound
(AV 13), and while there was se-
lected for the rank of rear admiral.

After donning his stars, the ad-
miral became a special assistant in
the Strategic Plans Division, Office

SecNav-Designate McNaughton Dies in Air Crush

John T. McNaughton
(Arms Control). It was his work
in this field that led to his ap-
pointment as General Counsel
for the Department of Defense
in 1962.

In 1964, he became Assistant
Secretary of Defense for Inter-
national Security Affairs.

In paying tribute to Mr. Mc-
Naughton, the President said:

“For six and one-half arduous
and decisive years, John Mec-
Naughton served in the highest
councils of our Government. His
devoted wife served beside him.

“He was soon to become Sec-
retary of the Navy and this adds
a special poignancy to his death,
for it reminds us again of the
rare breadth of his abilities, the
selflessness of his great energies
and talents, the enormity of the
loss suffered by all free men
who have found pride and in-
spiration in John McNaughton’s
example.”

of CNO, and later moved into the
position of Assistant Chief of Naval
Operations for War Gaming Mat-
ters.

Returning to the Atlantic Fleet,
ADM Moorer commanded Carrier
Division Six. He then returned to
the Office of CNO, serving as direc-
tor of Navy’s Long Range Objec-
tive Group before he was selected
for vice admiral in October 1962
and given command of the U. S.
Seventh Fleet.

As leader of the 75-ship Far
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Eastern U. S. force, he was awarded
the Distinguished Service Medal for
exceptional service at a time when
tensions were increasing in South-
east Asia.

He kept abreast of the Asia prob-
lem in his job as Commander in
Chief, U. S. Pacific Fleet, which he
assumed in June 1964 with the rank
of four-star admiral. He held that
post until April 1965 when he was
appointed by the President to sit be-
hind the three-job desk in Norfolk.

ADM and Mrs. Moorer, the for-
mer Carrie Ellen Foy of Eufaula,
Ala., have four children.

Admiral McDonald ended a 43-
year career after two terms as Chief
of Naval Operations. A 1928 grad-
uate of the Naval Academy, he be-
came a naval aviator in 1931 and
launched a career which included
duty in battleships, aircraft carriers
and numerous aircraft squadrons.

While air ops officer and XO of
uss Essex (CV 9) during WW II,
he was awarded the Bronze Star and
Presidential Unit Citation.

As his career progressed, his re-
sponsibilities became greater. He
commanded carriers, a carrier di-
vision, the Sixth Fleet. He was Cin-
C;(JBSNavEur before he became CNO
1963,

Research Merger

Naval ship research received a
shot in the arm when the David
Taylor Model Basin at Carderock,
Md., and the Navy Marine Engineer-
ing Laboratory at Annapolis, Md.,
consolidated to form the Naval Ship
Research and Development Center.

The merger will give the Navy its
first organization with the physical
capabilities and expert opinion to at-
tack structural and propulsion tech-

ENGINEERING “E” hashmark is paint-
ed on USS Nicholas (DD 449) by her
engineering officer LT W. E. Small.

nical development concepts on the
basis of the total ship.

The new center will perform re-
search, development, test and
evaluation work in hydrodynamics,
structural mechanics, aerodynamics,
acoustics, vibrations, mathematical
analysis and computer techniques,
and marine engineering.

Cimarron Celebrates

The Fleet oiler uss Cimarron (AO
22) recently took part in the cele-
brations commemorating the 25th
anniversary of the vyoung Pacific
Fleet Service Force.

Young? By Cimarron’s reckoning,
yes. Three weeks after Servpac’s
silver anniversary, old-timer Cimar-
ron celebrated her 28th vyear of
continuous commissioned  service
with the Fleet.

Cimarron apparently wears her

HOMECOMING—Veteran destroyer USS De Haven (DD 727) returns to home
port after completing more than two months gunfire support in South Vietnam.

age well. She celebrated her birth-
day in Pearl Harbor during a short
stop on the way to WestPac. During
the ceremony, ComServPac praised
the venerable oiler for not missing a
single commitment in her previous
deployments off Vietnam.

A River With Punch

Clarion River sounds vaguely like
the title of a romantic ballad, but it
is in fact the name of an amphibious
force rocket firing medium landing
ship (LSMR).

uss Clarion River (LSMR 409) is
a World War II ship, launched in
1945 and recommissioned twice.
With the shore fire requirements in
Vietnam, she was needed again and
has served three tours in Southeast
Asia. ;

The ship is well suited for the
type of fire support required. She
has a shallow draft, can maneuver
well in the coastal waters and many
rivers, and has operated so close to
land that the crew remembers look-
ing straight up a hill. This maneu-
verability, coupled with her fire-
power, makes her ideally suited for
the job. The LSMR’s main batteries
of rocket launchers can deliver as
much ordnance per minute as a
full gun heavy cruiser or a squadron
of four destroyers—for a limited time.

According to the crew, Clarion
River has fired more rounds and
rockets in combat than any other
ship—including the largest cruiser.
This fact is related with obvious and
justifiable pride by each man.

On any small ship, especially those
made to World War II specifications,
the crew comforts are not extensive.
Working and living spaces are small,
while the demands on the crew are
large, but these seem to be out-
weighed by the satisfaction of know-
ing they are doing an outstanding
and much needed job.

At sea, mail call and the evening
movie are high points of the day.
This amid the pressures of combat
firing is anything but luxury, and
LSMR duty in Vietnam calls for
individual incentive, competence,
dedication and pride. Esprit de
corps is demonstrated by a current
reenlistment rate which the crew
claims is unequalled anywhere in
the Navy—99 per cent.

Clarion River is known to men
ashore who have seen her rocket
salvos as “that shootin’ ship.”
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New Air School

Thirty-two student naval aviators
are now in their third month of
studies in the new Naval School of
Aeronautical Sciences at NAS Pensa-
cola, Fla.

Volunteers selected on the basis
of their above-average scholastic and
flight aptitude, these men are work-
ing toward higher education which
could lead to a master’s degree in
aeronautical sciences. They repre-
sent graduates of many colleges
across the nation as well as the
Naval Academy.

The long range objectives of the
nine-month school are: (1) to de-
velop a cooperative degree program
with certain universities where mas-
ter’'s degrees may be awarded; (2)
to provide the Navy with an educa-
tional and research center in fields
related to aeromautics; and (3) to
encourage naval aviators to continue
their careers in the Navy by pro-
viding them with the finest in pro-
fessional aviation education.

Through these objectives, officials
hope to qualify certain naval officers
whose education would mark them
early in their careers as the leaders
of the future Navy.

DD Helps Chalk Up a MIG

Recordl?ng successful missions on
a ship’s bridge during wartime was
a traditional practice, as it was on
victorious aircraft. They ‘became
status symbols, of sorts.

With the Vietnam conflict the
practice has been started again.
Among the ships keeping their chalk-
up artists busy is the Hawaii-based
destroyer uss Ernest G. Small (DDR
838).

Small has on her bridge a symbol
that’s going to be tough for other
DDs to equal. It’s the silhouette of
a MIG.

That's right. A MIG,

The account of the MIG kill goes
something like this, according to
Small's crew.

While on search and rescue duty
in the Gulf of Tonkin during June
1965, Small’s radar picked up enemy
planes rising to meet Navy aircraft
conducting a bombing raid near
Hanoi.

The destroyer’s antiaircraft war-
fare (AAW) crew alerted a gioup
of Navy propeller driven A-1 Sky-
raiders and guided them in their
intercept. When they came in con-
tact with the enemy jets, the U, S.
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REPAIRING LADY—Service Force repair jobs are many and varied. A heavy
demand is placed upon USS Markab (AR 23) as six destroyers snuggle close.

pilots scored direct hits on the MIGs
with rockets and machinegun fire.
As a result, the Navy planes were
credited with destruction of the first
MIG in the Vietnam war and they
shared that honor with the destroyer.

Three members of the AAW team
were awarded letters of commenda-
tion from the Secretary of the Navy,
while the ship’s commanding officer
received the Bronze Star.

Small, with more than 15 months’
duty in Vietnamese waters, has fired
over 7000 rounds of 5-inch ammuni-
tion in support of troops ashore. Her
guns claim 12 Viet Cong killed, 15
junks sunk and more than 200 huts
and bunkers destroyed.

Her bridge also displays two Bat-
tle Efficiency “Es”—a green “E”
representing proficiency in over-all
operational excellence, and a white
“E” (with two hashmarks), denoting
three consecutive years of over-all
Weapons Department  excellence.
Four rows of battle and campaign
ribbons further attest to her previous
wartime record.

Small is a unit of Destroyer Flo-
tilla Five based at Pearl Harbor,
—Richard Montgomery, JO1, USN

Honors for DesRon 32
Shortly after Destroyer Squadron
32 returned from Vietnam duty re-
cently, 70 of its officers and men re-
ceived decorations and citations.
All eight ships of the squadron

were represented at the awards cere-
mony held in Norfolk. The ships
are: Flagship uss Mullinnix (DD
944), Beale (DD 471), Vogelgesang
(DD 862), O'Hare (DD 889),
Holder (DD 819), Eugene A.
Greene (DD 711), Conway (DD
507), and Stormes (DD 780).

The awards ranged from the
Bronze Star to commendations from
Commander in Chief, U. S. Pacific
Fleet.

Bronze Stars were received by
the commanding officers of Mul-
linnix and Stormes, and by the
commander of the Second Division
of Destroyer Division 322.

Thirteen destroyermen received
Navy Commendation Medals, 25 re-
ceived Secretary of the Navy Com-
mendation for Achievement Ribbons,
and 29 were cited in letters from
CinCPacFIt.

During the squadron’s seven-
month deployment last year in the
South China Sea, gunfire from the
destroyers’ guns was credited with
breaking up strong enemy attacks.
The ships took under fire nearly
2000 targets upon which they
rained 27,000 projectiles.

For this action, the commander
of Destroyer Squadron 32 earlier re-
ceived from the Republic of Viet-
nam the Cross of Gallantry with
Gold Star. This decoration ranks
10th on the list of RVN awards and
medals which may be awarded to
U. S. servicemen.
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NEW JUMBO oiler USS Pawcatuck (AO 108) was reco
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mmissioned at Boston Naval Shipyard after 90-foot section was

added amidships. Another addition to the new jumbo is a helicopter flightdeck. She is homeported in Mayport, Fla,

Fleet Changes

The ever-changing U. S. Fleet re-
cently welcomed four new arrivals
to the club. Two of them are former
members. The new ships are uss
Sturgeon (SSN 637), and Horne
(DLG 30). Rejoining the Fleet
from the mothball Navy are the
Service Force ships uss Beverly W,
Reid (APD 119) and Pawcatuck
(AO 108).

® Sturgeon, a nuclear powered at-
tack submarine, was commissioned
at Groton, Conn. She is the proto-
type of a new class of attack subs,
measuring 292 feet long and 31 feet
wide. She displaces 4100 tons fully
loaded. Her armament consists of
torpedoes and Subroc.

There have been two other ships
of the same name. The second
Sturgeon (SS 187) sank nine vessels
during her World War II combat
patrols.

® The guided missile frigate
Horne (DLG 30) was commissioned
at San Francisco. A Belknap class
frigate, Horne is 547 feet long, has a

beam of 55 feet, and displaces 7930
tons fully loaded.

She carries one 5-inch/54 caliber
and two 3-inch/50 caliber guns,
Terrier missiles, Asroc, and tor-
pedoes.

® After 16 months of conversion
and modernization, Pawcatuck was
recommissioned at Boston Naval
Shipyard. She had been placed out
of commission temporarily for con-
version to a jumbo oiler which added
a 90-foot long section to her amid-
ships.

Among other improvements evi-
dent on the oiler is a helicopter
flight deck.

Pawcatuck was originally com-
missioned in May 1946. She op-
erated with the Atlantic Fleet most
of the time, with tours in the Carib-
bean, North Atlantic and Mediter-
ranean Sea. Her crew has been
awarded the Atlantic Fleet Battle
Efficiency E award three times. She
is now a unit of Service Squadron
Four, homeported in Mayport, Fla.

® The high-speed transport uss

RETIRED—Attack transport Lenawee (APA 195) is pushed from San Diego
pier to begin voyage fo Mare Island near San Francisco to be decommissioned.
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Beverly W. Reid (APD 119) was
recommissioned at Norfolk, Va.,
where she had been in mothballs
since May 1947,

Originally designated DE 722,
Reid was reclassified APD 119 on
17 Jul 1944. She is named for En-
sign Beverly W. Reid, who won the
Navy Cross during the Battle of
Midway, and was reported missing
in action 24 Aug 1942,

While these ships were preparing
for Fleet membership, two others
were getting ready to be taken off
the rolls.

® USS Liddle (APD 60) has
been decommissioned. The high
speed transport was replaced by
Beverly W. Reid in simultane-
ous decommissioning/recommission-
ing ceremonies at Norfolk, Va.

Liddle was first commissioned DE
206, but was one of the first to un-
dergo conversion to APD in 1944,

She earned battle stars during
World War II for her part in the
Leyte and Mindanao landings, and
Balikpapan operation. Liddle was
mothballed on 18 Jun 1946, then
returned to the Atlantic Fleet on 27
Oct 1950 where she operated until
again decommissioned on 2 Feb
1959. She was recalled to active
duty for the last time on 29 Nov
1961.

® The attack transport wss
Lenawee (APA 195) also has been
decommissioned. Commissioned in
1944, her World War II battles in-
cluded the invasions of Iwo Jima
and Okinawa. She was in Tokyo
Bay when the Japanese signed the
surrender. Soon afterward she was
decommissioned, but returned to
duty to support United Nations ac-
tion in Korea, and was active with
the Pacific Fleet until her recent
decommissioning.
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What a Way to Start a Day

If Art was late for work that
morning, he had a good excuse. He
had taken time out to help rescue
seven people stranded on an island
off the coast of Vietnam.

The Navy knows Art as Store-
keeper First Class Arthur Teartt, as-
signed to the Naval Supply Depot on
Guam. His fellow ham radio opera-
tors know him simply as Art, which
is their custom. -

That Friday morning began like
any other morning for Art. He
dressed and then sipped the day’s
first cup of coffee while tuning his
radio, which he monitors every
morning and evening,

While adjusting the various knobs,
Art overheard a conversation be-
tween the captain of a distressed
ship and two ham operators, who
were receiving a weak Mayday call.
As Art listened, the hams faded out
and a different voice came on the
air. Air Force Staff Sergeant Ed
Trice on Iwo Jima had also over-
heard the distress call and now ac-
knowledged.

American marine scientist Thomas
C. Kurth, skipper of the schooner
Dante Deo, requested that Trice
contact rescue authorities, saying
that his 87-foot ship had a hole in
her hull and had washed up on a
hidden reef off the coast of Viet-
nam. Five crewmembers and | his
six-year-old son were with him
aboard the Dante Deo.

Sergeant Trice informed Kurth
that his only means of contacting
help was by teletype, which would
be time-consuming. At this point,
Art interrupted the conversation and
offered his help.

Art called SAR authorities at An-
derson Air Force Base, Guam, who
relayed the ship’s plight to Clark
AFB in the Philippines, which
passed it to the SAR center at Tun
Sun Nut, South Vietnam.

While rescue effdrts took shape,
Art was in constant contact with
Dante Deo, via Sergeant Trice on
Iwo lima.

Tun Sun Nut SAR center dis-
patched two rescue aircraft to the
scene. They contacted a small fish-
ing boat and guided it to the
stricken ship. By the time the fish-
ing boat arrived on the scene, Dante
Deo had put her life rafts in the
water.

Satisfed that the rescue was al-
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HAMMING IT UP—SK1 Arthur Teartt had a busy morning. Over coffee, he

aided rescue operations of shipwreck victims off the coast of Vietnam.

most accomplished, Art signed off
with Sergeant Trice and headed for
his job at the Naval Supply Depot.
His day had gotten off to a good
start. —Bill Peterson, JO3, USN

Soft Drinks Build School

There's a group of Navymen in
Vietnam with a real fluent sense of
charity.

They sold soft drinks and placed
the $375 in profits from these sales
into a fund that later was used to
buy 3000 bricks which eventually
were laid in the construction of a
one-room schoolhouse.

That’s just about as
project as you'll find.

It was initiated by the Freight
Terminal Division of the U. S.
Naval Support Activity in Da Nang,
South Vietnam.

The division sold the cokes to

fluent a

men working in the headquarters
building of the activity. When the
sales increased, the idea of a coke
fund materialized.

After an appreciable amount of
money was collected, the division
turned to the local Civic Action Of-
fice for donation suggestions. The
CAO recommended the funds be
donated to a village that was in need
of a school building,

Inflight Copter Refuelings

uss McKean (DD 784) claims the
record for the most inflicht heli-
copter refuelings in a 30-day period.
She transferred over 175,000 pounds
of JP 5 fuel during 100 refueling
operations.

Operating with uss Henry B. Wil-
son (DDG 7), McKean acted as gun
support ship and helo refueling de-
strover during her month-long as-
signment in the Gulf of Tonkin.

SENIOR MEN Sgt. Major Sweet, USMC, and GMCM Black, USN, meet with
VADM W. R. Smedberg, Ill, USN, (Ret.) during Navy Relief planning session.
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Coastal Surveillance Centers

Along the 1000 miles of south
Vietnamese seacoast, there are five
coastal surveillance centers. From
these centers, communication nerves
radiate to the U. S. boats engaged
in Operation Market Time and to
the Vietnamese Navy's coastal
groups. All are devoted to the pre-
vention of the seaborne movement
into South Vietham of the enemy
and his supplies.

Navy units of the U. S. task force,
along with Vietnamese ships and
craft, are fused into one unit through
directions they receive from the
coastal surveillance centers (CSCs).

When either the U. S. or Vietna-
mese units sight an enemy craft, its
position and description are sent to
the CSC. The coastal surveillance
center then relays the information
and instructions to a ship which is
designated the on scene commander
(OSC). The OSC assumes com-
mand over the units assigned to it
and directs the action. While the
Market Time units are engaged in
the scrap, the OSC maintains con-
tinuous contact with the CSC to re-
quest additional help, if needed.

The American and Vietnamese
electronics technicians at the coastal
surveillance centers work on the
assumption that an ounce of preven-
tion is worth a pound of cure when
it comes to keeping their equipment
in working order. Inoperative cir-
cuits could easily spell disaster for
units engaging the enemy. The
technicians are on hand 24 hours a
day to see that extensive repairs are
never needed.

When the electronic technicians
are not actually working on their
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COAST WATCHERS—PO3 William A.

o

McMillian logs incoming message

equipment, they are busy training re-
placements to step into their shoes
when rotation time rolls around.

For the CSC radiomen, there is
little or no respite from work, either.
Collectively, they, too, are on the job
24 hours a day but, like the elec-
tronic technicians, the day is broken
into three eight-hour shifts.

While the men are on the job,
their noses are kept close to the
grindstone—so much so, in fact, that
they carry their lunch to work and
eat their meals without leaving their
radios.

It is a tough job but, thanks to
their vigilance, major shipments of
war material have been stopped and
captured. In short, they are im-
portant to the men engaged in Op-
eration Market time.

History in the Making

Clete Allen, a retired Navy chief
was there back in April 1942, when
history was made.

He was present when LCOL
Jimmy Doolittle was launched from
the deck of uss Hornet (CV 8) in an
Army Air Corps B-25 bomber to
lead the first raid on Tokyo. Presi-
dent Roosevelt announced the raid
and that the U. S. bombers flew
from a secret base which he called
“Shangri La.” It was one of the
best kept secrets of the war.

Allen was a PO2 on the flight
deck of Hornet at her commission-
ing on 21 Oct 1941. Six weeks later
the United States was at war.

Here are his recollections of the
Shangri La raid:

“My first contact with this mis-
sion came in about February 1942,
when two B-25 bombers were loaded

Rt:

surveillance center,
PO2 Norman A. Buckley monitors teletype message which could help stop infiltration of supplies and Viet Cong.

at coastal

aboard Hornet at Norfolk and we
deck launched them in Chesapeake
Bay. My job was to observe the
point of take-off, to determine the
distance needed.

“The launching was successful.
Next, we went through the Panama
Canal and to Alameda where 16
B-25s were loaded aboard the car-
rier. Besides these bombers, we had
an entire air group of our own planes
aboard. To make room for the B-
25s, about half the air group planes
were dismantled and the pieces
swung from the overhead of the
hangar deck.

“When Hornet was two days out
of port, Captain Marc A. Mitscher
announced to all hands that the goal
of the air mission was Tokyo.

“The launch was to take place 400
miles off the coast, but two small
Japanese craft were sighted before
the ship reached this position. An
escort ship opened fire on the
Japanese craft to prevent an alert,
but there was the possibility that
they had sent a radio message back
to Japan, reporting our approach
and location.”

Thus the 16 bombers were
launched about 800 miles from
Japan, each plane leaving behind
one crewmember and part of its
bomb load and carrying instead cans
of gasoline in the cabin. The raid
left the enemy bewildered, since
they believed themselves safe from
attack.

It gave U. S. morale a big boost
and to that extent was successful.
The difference in distance from
launch to target left too little gas to
reach safety in China, and some air-
craft went into the sea and others
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crashed on the coast of China,

Many of the U. S. crews were cap-
tured and imprisoned by the
Japanese.

General Jimmy Doolittle and 55
of the original 80 raiders attended
the group’s silver anniversary re-
union at Alameda, earlier this year.
It was at Alameda that the mission
had begun. Crewmembers of
Hornet were honored at a banquet
that climaxed the reunion.

As for Hornet, she was sunk in
the battle of Santa Cruz in the
Solomon Islands on 26 Oct 1942
just one year and five days after her
commissioning.

Clete Allen was on board Hornet
during that battle, and was picked
up by the destroyer uss Barton (DD
772) after Hornet went down. He
served during the rest of the war in
other ships and retired from the
Navy as an E-7 in December 1963.

He is still serving the Navy, in a
manner of speaking, as store man-
ager of a Navy Exchange, at NAS
Lemoore, Calif.

Tanker from Da Nang

She doesn’t give stamps, but if
you're thirsty for JP-4, diesel fuel,
AvQGas, or Mo-Cas, uss Kishwaukee
(AOG 9) can oblige.

The 310-foot tanker has been on
station in South Vietnam since De-
cember 1966, She is temporarily at-
tached to Naval Support Activity,
Da Nang, where she picks up fuel
for her coastal runs to Hue, Dong
Ha, and Chu Lai.

Kishwaukee has demonstrated her
proficiency in keeping Da Nang's
outlying detachments up to full
capacity at all times.

Although she’s a seagoing tanker,
Kishwaukee found Vietnam's mon-
soon season rough going. But she
still delivered. Sometimes she would
take on a full load of fuel and make
her way to the mouth of the Cau
Viet river, 85 miles up the coast from
Da Nang. There she would sit for a
couple of days, because she couldn’t
make it through the turbulent river
mouth.

She would have to call on the
bladder boats. These are Mike 8
cargo boats with 10,000-gallon rub-
ber bladders sitting in their cargo
space. The Mikes would slip along-
side Kishwaukee, and about 13
minutes later the bladders would be
full.

Kishwaukee’s crew found that the
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TOPPING OFF—The busy oiler USS Kishwauvkee (AOG 9) takes on a load of
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fuel ot Da Nang before getting underway to refuel Support Activity outposts.

fastest way to refuel the outlying
stations is the new floating hose
method. A four-inch hose is run out
to sea about 15,000 yards from the
outpost fuel tanks. Its outboard end
is attached to a buoy.

‘When the tanker gets to the buoy,
she sets her anchors and hooks up to
the hose. In a matter of minutes the
fuel is on its way to shore. Refuel-

4
o)
SEABEE QUEEN Eileen Beatty cuts
cake with Rear Admiral R. G. Burke
of New York Naval Militia during

3rd Naval District military ball.

v

ing operations using this method can
put ashore as much as 150,000 gal-
lons of fuel a day.

The tanker’s average gas run takes
from five to six days. When it's over,
she spends two days steaming back
to Da Nang to top off.

Hoa Phu’s Party

A party for the people of Hoa Phu
climaxed six months of assistance
given by Mobile Construction Battal-
ion Nine to the people of the little
village near Da Nang, Vietnam.

For the villagers, it was a swing-
ing occasion with floor show (local
citizens dancing their version of
rock and roll to the music of the
battalion’s combo) and a superb
banquet—roast pig forming part of
the menu,

For the kids, it meant toys and
gifts, and for everyone it provided a
chance to relax in the sunshine.

Civic action work in the hamlet
began when Lieutenant Harvey M.
Henry, MC, usngr, the battalion
medical officer, treated an injured
boy and took him down a narrow
path to his home. At the end of the
path the doctor discovered a hamlet
with about 2000 residents. That was
the beginning of medical and dental
assistance, which still continues.

The Seabees have spent much of
their spare time working on an
access road and on other improve-
ment projects, including a footbridge
and a medical clinic building.
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ON ITS LEGS—The hydofoil Sea Legs skims the water of New York Harbor
testing a new wave height sensing device which gives the craft a smooth ride.

How High the Sea?

Measuring the state of the sea is
now possible with more accurate
wave height sensing devices being
developed for the Navy.

A number of test models have
been built. A series of successful
tests has been conducted; the most
recent was concluded at the Naval
Ship Research and Development
Center in Washington, D. C,

Other advanced work in height
sensing systems using infrared light,
laser light and other optical devices,
is underway.

Radar height sensors have proven
themselves useful in a number of
Navy activities including smoothing
the “flicht” of hvdrofoil boats and
recording wave heights and tidal
movements,

The sensor is mounted on the bow
of “submerged foil” hvdrofoil ves-
sels and functions as a low-altitude
altimeter. The radar information en-
ables the submereed foils to rise and
fall to smooth the hvdrofoil craft’s
ride much as tires, sprines and shock
absorbers react to smooth an auto-
mobile’s travel over a bumpy road.

Two major tests of the system
have been conducted. A bow-
mounted platform was attached to a
hydrofoil for a month-long series of
evaluations in New York Harbor.
Wave heights of up to four feet were
negotiated smoothly and with good
control.

In a

second test, the Naval

]

Oceanographic Office mounted the
device on the Argus Island research
tower in the Atlantic near Bermuda
to gather data on wave heights,
Eight-foot waves were recorded.

Studies of weather forecasts,
ocean patterns and tidal charts are
possible with the use of a worldwide
network of wave height sensors in-
stalled on docks, piers and oil
drilling and oceanographic research
towers.

Welcome Home Daddy

A pier crane is an wunlovely,
awkward-looking steel giant. Two
pier cranes, on the other hand, are
a beautiful sight—if there is a ban-
ner strung between them which
reads “Welcome Home, Daddy.”

Navymen of many units return-
ing from Far East deployments have
delighted in similar welcomes re-
cently.

® Three San Diego-based am-
phibious ships returned from nine
months in  WestPac. wuss Union
(AKA 108), Washburn (AKA 108),
and Bexar (APA 237) spent a lot
of their overseas time transporting
Marines.

® Also returning to San Diego
was the dock landing ship vss Com-
stock (LSD 19). During a seven-
month deployment, Comstock spent
the majority of her time in Vietna-
mese waters where she anchored at
Da Nang, Vung Tau, Qui Nhon, Nha
Trang, and Cam Ran Bay.

Her assignments ranged from
lifting supplies and loading troops
along the coast of South Vietnam,
to acting as a support ship for Op-
eration Game Warden.

A few months ago, Comstock
transported a disabled communist
Chinese junk from South Vietnamese
waters to Hong Kong, where it was
to be returned to the Chinese.

® Among submarine force vessels,
uss Ronguil (SS 396) and the sub-
marine rescue ship Florikan (ASR
9) returned to San Diego from
WestPac deployments

Florikan’s homeward journey was
delayed when she stopped in mid-
Pacific to assist the stricken Liberian
merchant ship ss Teh Ho. Florikan
sent an assistance team aboard to
help repair the ship, then remained
with her until a commercial tug ar-
rived.

Ronquil had been in the Far East
for seven months. She covered more
than 30,000 miles while operating
with the Seventh Fleet.

® More than 700 Seabees of U. S.
Naval Mobile Construction Battalion
Six returned from eight months in
Da Nang. Their home base is Davis-
ville, R. 1.

One of the first projects assigned
to the battalion when it arrived in
Vietnam was to complete a 314-foot
pier.

The battalion also helped build
several miles of new roads leading
to the Da Nang complex.

During the tour the Seabees built
enough combat huts to house 12,000
Marines and poured 10,000 cubic
yards of concrete.

Civic action played an important
part in the battalion’s tour.

The battalion’s medical depart-
ment made regular visits to the sur-
rounding villages and treated some
11,000 Vietnamese.

Special detachments from MCB
Six built wooden huts and installed
portable generators for isolated
Marine and Army units outside of
the Da Nang area.

® The destroyer uvss De Haven
(DD 727) returned to her home
port, Yokosuka, Japan, after two
months of gunfire support for troops
in South Vietnam. While in the
combat zone she fired over 7000
rounds of 5-inch/38 caliber am-
munition. Her total number of
rounds fired during the Vietnam ac-
tion now stands at over 19,000,
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HEN Uss Estes (AGC 12) sailed
from San Diego to the Puget
Sound Naval Shipyard at Bremerton,
Wash., 40 of the crew's dependents
and 25 family cars went with her.
Estes had recently returned from
the Western Pacific where she had
been deployed with the Seventh
Fleet for seven months. For fathers
whose children were aboard, the de-
pendents’ cruise provided a fine op-
portunity to become reacquainted.
For the kids, it was a good chance to
see how Dad runs the ship while
he’s at sea.

The 21 Estes families were

berthed in the staff officers’ compart-
ments. A Navy nurse from Balboa
Naval Hospital at San Diego pro-
vided necessary medical services.
When Estes arrived at Bremerton,
kids, wives #nd cars were put ashore
and the skip’s families set up tem-
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porary housekeeping in units pro-
vided for them.

After AGC-12 completes her
three-month overhaul, Estes families
will board for return to San Diego.

Clockwise from Top Left: (1)
Senior Chief Quartermaster Robert
J. Bly instructs his wife in sema-
phore on windy deck. (2) Janie
Bishop, daughter of Chief Radioman
Jerry Bishop, helps Seaman Appren-
tice Larry Martin at the helm. (3)
Chief Commissaryman and Mus.
James D. Brinkley, slide tray of
salisbury steaks into oven aboard
uss Estes. (4) Sons of LT Robert P.
Cushing fire at make-believe air tar-
gets during dependents’ cruise. (5)
Jacqualine Bishop, daughter of J. H.
Bishop, RMC, mans lee helm of
Estes. (6) Quartermaster Second

Class Richard G. Little, USN, shows
wife how to shoot the sun.
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Brief news items about other branches of the armed services.

WET AND MUDDY—Ever-present rice paddies welcome
199th Light Infantry as they wade in search of VC.

A TINY BUT SENSITIVE gyroscope is being tested by
the Air Force. It is called DART (for Dual Axis Rate
Transducer).

The little instrument is expected to stabilize aircraft,
missiles and space reentry vehicles. It may also be used
to drive cockpit indicators and provide mid-course
guidance and control for missiles.

DART is shock resistant and so small it can easily
be held in the palm of a man’s hand. Because it is
small, several can be installed in a single system. If
one gyroscope fails, a second or third would serve as a
backup.

The gyroscope’s heart is a half-inch sphere filled
with mercury and an assembly of crystal sensing rods.
When an aircraft or missile changes direction, the mer-
cury activates the rods which send impulses through
wires to auxiliary electric equipment.

The gyro’s sphere is suspended on ball bearings and
rotates at 24,000 revolutions per minute. Speed is main-
tained by a tiny electric motor which operates in the
same housing as the gyro on regular aircraft current.

Testing is expected to continué through the summer
and possibly into the fall. DART is a joint project of
two laboratories of the Air Force Systems Command’s
Research and Technology Division.

* * *

A TeECcHNIQUE for making aerial maps of areas con-
tinually covered by clouds has been developed by the
Army. The cloud-covered area is first recorded on radar-
photographs and later converted to topographic maps.

The new system was tested over a portion of south-
east Panama and northwest Colombia. Because these
sections are always under a dense cloud cover, previous
efforts to obtain the photographs needed for map-
making were unsuccessful.

Radar mapping of the area was begun in January
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of this year, and was completed in about one month.
The photographs were used to make a large radar
mosaic, from which the Army is now making 1 to
250,000 scale topographic maps.

The maps should be available by October. They
will cover an area of 6600 square miles.

* * *

NEW REFUELING TRUCKS are being delivered to U. S.
Air Force units in the United States and overseas. The
new trucks are longer and lower than those they are
replacing and are designed for airlifting in C-130 and
C-141 transport aircraft.

The use of an overhead fill stand is unnecessary
because the new model can be filled by pressure from
a fuel hydrant. The unit shuts off automatically when
the tank is filled.

The truck engine operates the refueling pump which
provides a flow rate up to 600 gallons per minute. A
standby 110-volt AC winterization system simplifies
engine starts and ensures operation at temperatures
as low as 65 degrees below zero F.

The new refueler is only 105 inches high—about
three feet lower than trucks previously in use. How-
ever, it loses none of the 5000-gallon capacity of its
predecessor, because the length was increased from
31 to 33 feet. The width remains the same—102 inches.

* * *

THE ARMY PLANS to expand its ROTC program. As
many as 30 new units may be established between
now and July 1969.

At present, the Army Reserve Officer Training Corps
program is available to students on 247 college and
university campuses. There are units in all 50 states, in
Puerto Rico, and in the District of Columbia.

More than 150 schools have asked to be included
in the program.

The college level ROTC program provides military
training which qualifies students for an officer’s com-
mission in either the Regular Army or the Army Re-
serve.

FUN AND GAMES—Mobile recreation kits for isolated
units are being tested by Army for soldiers in Vietnam.
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INFANTRYMEN fire 81mm mortar at Cong emplacements.

AmpLANE winGs made of glass fibers held together
with plastic may be in the Air Force’s future.

A 40-square-foot wing section is being built which,
according to test engineers, will have three times the
strength and one-third the weight of an aluminum wing.
It will, the engineers say, enable a plane to fly farther,
carry more weight and maneuver more easily.

The glass-plastic wing, however, isn’t expected to
compete with structures made from stiffer composites
—simply to demonstrate the usefulness of lightweight
materials in parts where stiffness is less critical.

The wing is being designed to use the glass-rein-
forced plastic to best advantage in meeting the oper-
ational stress levels of aircraft. This is done by aligning
the fibers in the directions in which stresses occur.

Continuous fibers supply the strength of structural
spars, ribs and skin. The yarn-like glass strands used
in the material are formed by twisting together about
4000 smaller glass filaments and treating them with
an epoxy resin,

Building a wing by the winding technique is ex-
pected to be much less expensive and more simple
than conventional manufacturing methods.

Before the research program ends in May 1968, the
Air Force will consider using glass materials in other,
and perhaps larger, aircraft structures.

* * *

Tue FIRsT oF 300 Marine Corps student pilots began
flight training with the Air Force in June.

The training, part of a stepped-up pilot program,
should produce annually an additional 100 aviators
for the Corps. The Corps expects to receive 673
Marine pilots in FY 1969 through the Naval Air
Training Command.

Marine Corps students, all commissioned officers,
will enter AF flight training every six weeks at USAF
Air Training Command undergraduate pilot training
bases. The trainees are to receive the regular 53-week
AF flight course including 30 hours training in the
T-41, 90 hours in the T-37 and 120 hours in the T-38.
In addition, students will undergo 593 hours of aca-
demic and officer training.
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After graduation, the Marine pilots will be assigned
to Marine operational units and will be checked out
in Corps aircraft, weapons delivery and aircraft carrier
landing procedures.

* * *

CHIEF MASTER SERGEANT Paul W. Airey has been
installed in Washington, D. C., as Chief Master Ser-
geant of the United States Air Force. Sergeant Airey
was the Air Defense nominee for the newly created
position.

The new Air Force Chief Master Sergeant is a vet-
eran of more than 24 years of military service. He has
been awarded the Legion of Merit, the Air Medal with
Oak Leaf Cluster and the Army and Air Force Com-
mendation Medals.

During World War II, Sergeant Airey was an aerial
gunner in a B-24. He was credited with 28 combat
missions during World War II before he was forced
to bail out of a flak-damaged plane. He was a prisoner
of war in Germany from July 1944 to May 1945,

Sergeant Airey was chosen from among 2200 senior
Air Force noncommissioned officers. He will serve in
Washington on the personal staff of General John P.
MecConnell, Chief of Staff, U. S. Air Force.

* * *

TuEe a1r Force unleashed a squadron of Dragon-ships
against the Viet Cong last year and has received
nothing but praise for the performance of the modified
C-47 transport.

The secret to the success of their AC-47 is a new
compact, quick-firing, gatling-type machine gun used
to support ground forces in South Vietnam.

Known informally as a mini-gun, the weapon is
fired through gunports in the side of the Dragon-ship.
Its firepower is far from “mini,” however, as three of
the six-barreled guns have a combined rate of fire of
18,000 rounds per minute,

The new models have an electrically powered re-
loading system and a greater ammunition capacity than
the guns they replaced.

HOOKUP—Crewmen connect chopper and 150mm howit-
zer, which will be carried externally on flight in Vietnam.
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Frank, Authentic Career Information

Of Special Interest—Straight from Headquarters

® TUITION LIMIT REMOVED—-
The former cash limitation on tuition
aid has been removed. The Navy
will now pay 75 per cent of the
tuition for each semester hour (or
equivalent in quarter hours), regard-
less of total cost.

The limit was removed 1 Jul 1967.
The announcement came in Depart-
ment of Defense Directive 1322.8.

As before, however, the Navy will
not furnish tuition assistance for
more than seven semester hours dur-
ing any given semester.

The change brings tuition aid into
line with rising education costs.
Noncommissioned officers are being
encouraged to earn at least an as-
sociate degree (which requires two
years of study), and commissioned
officers are encouraged to earn a
baccalaureate degree.

The priority policies which apply
to tuition aid have not changed.
Navymen who are not eligible to re-
ceive educational benefits from the
Veterans Administration (that is,
through the GI Bill), and who are
career designated, have the first
priority. Second are those who are
not eligible for VA benefits and who
are not career designated, All others
are priority three,

Enlisted men need not incur obli-
gated service to take advantage of
tuition aid. Commissioned officers,
however, must agree to remain on
active duty for at least two years
after they complete the course.

& EDUCATIONAL COUNSELING
—In the future, Navymen will re-
ceive a greater amount of educa-
tional counseling. When reporting
to his first duty station, the new
Navyman will be interviewed by a
member of the unit’s educational
staff.

His educational background will
be reviewed and he will be coun-
seled on his educational develop-
ment. He will be fully informed of
educational opportunities available
in the Navy, including methods of
securing credit from civilian educa-
tional institutions for military school-
ing and experience.

Within 30 days after assienment
to a new duty station each individual
will be interviewed and will be ad-
vised of the educational opportuni-
ties available at that station.

® UNIFORM REGS—The condi-
tions under which the uniform may
be worn by honorably discharged
Navymen who served during war-
time are described in Article 1126 of
the U. S. Navy Uniform Regulations.
However, it was not entirely clear
whether military actions such as
Vietnam were considered to be war
insofar as the uniform privilege was
concerned.

BuPers Notice 1020 of 12 May
1967 dispels any doubt that the
regulations do apply to Vietnam
veterans. The Notice specifies that
the uniform may be worn under

specified conditions by any person
who served honorably in the Navy
during a time of war, whether de-
clared or not.

® 1968 QUALS MANUAL—Hav-
ing just published change two to the
Manual of Qualifications for Ad-
vancement in Rating (NavPers 180-
68B), BuPers has begun working on
change three. The change is sched-
uled for publication next year, in
June,

Ratings under consideration for a
quals change in 1968 include QM,
SM, DS, IM, OM, YN, PC, PN, DP,
JO, EN, EM, IC, EA, EO, CM, BU,
SW, CN, AG, PH, PT, and AN,

Questionnaires have been mailed
to selected commands, soliciting com-
ments on the adequacy of advance-
ment qualifications under review,
Other commands are being visited
by BuPers researchers, who will col-
lect data that can best be obtained
through personal contacts.

® FLIGHT SUITS—Any aviator
who has found himself uncom-
fortably festooned with parachutes,
life preservers and other survival
gear can take heart. The Naval Air
Systems Command has produced
two new flight suits designed to re-
duce bulk and to eliminate discom-
fort. The garments are being evalu-
ated by Fleet units at the present
time.

The suits are called TRAIF (for
Torso Restraint Assembly with In-
tegrated Flotation) and FSIF (for
Fight Suit with Integrated Flota-
tion).

TRAIF combines the features of
a parachute restraint torso harness,
a survival vest and a life preserver
into a single garment. It is intended
for use in ejection seat type aircraft
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Military Benefits Add Up
To Annual Savings

Military benefits from commis-
saries, exchanges and medical
services add up to a sizable an-
nual savings for the Navy family.

This fact was revealed recently
through a DOD compensation
study report which compared ci-
vilian and military income with
attendant benefits,

Here’s what the study group
discovered:

® Commissary prices run about
36 per cent below commercial
groceries. Annual savings for
servicemen using their commis-
saries range from $57 to $416.

® Exchange prices average
about 29 per cent less than those
of commercial outlets. Annual
savings range from $33 to $509.

® Annual savings realized by
servicemen who use their mili-
tary medical benefits program
range from $94 to $517 or higher.

Medical care, it was stated, is
perhaps worth more to the retired
person than the man on active
duty, as older people are apt to
suffer illness more frequently.

and other planes in which torso
restraint harness is worn.,

The idea behind TRAIF is to re-
duce bulk and to eliminate discom-
fort to the pilot. At the same time,
TRAIF seeks to provide the pilot
with a better than average ability
to float.

The FSIF assembly combines the
features of a summer flying cover-
all, a survival vest and a life
preserver into a single garment. It
is intended for use in planes where
a life preserver and the standard
parachute harness are worn.

The FSIF is designed to be com-
patible with the standard harness in
such a manner that the flotation
bladder can be inflated without re-
striction from the harness. The
harness can then be released and
taken off without interference from
the inflation bladder or other sur-
vival equipment.

Like TRAIF, FSIF is designed to
keep the downed pilot afloat. Tt will
also have survival equipment pockets
to reduce bulk and relieve the dis-
comfort of pilots who now fly with
layers of separate safety and survival
equipment components,
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® OPEN RATES—The Chief of
Naval Personnel has issued a new
list of open rates in which Reservists
who do not have an active duty ob-
ligation may volunteer for recall to
active duty. The list appeared in
Change Four to BuPers Inst 1130.41.

BMC, 1 ASE3

aMm1, 2, 3 ASH3

SM2, 3 ASM3

GMG3 DPCM, €S, C, 1
Dc1, 2, 3 PT1

RM2, 3 Ccs3

RD2, 3 MU3

5T1 BUC, 1

STG2, 3 BUH2, 3

§T52, 3 BUR2, 3

ENZ, 3 CUCM, EACS, C, 1
™3 EAD2

MN3 EO1

“A02, 3 EOH2, 3

FTGC, 1, 2 EON2, 3

FTM3 CUCM, SWCS, C, 1
AQC, 1 SWE2, 3

AQB2 SWF2

AQF2, 3 CEl

ETCS, C, 1 CEP2, 3

ETN2 CES2

ETR3 CET2

ATN3 uT

ATR2, 3 UTA2

Dscs, c, 1, 3 utB2, 3

EM3 uTwz2, 3

AE3 EQCM, CMCS, C, 1
Ic1, 2 CMA2

BT2, 3 CMH2, 3

BR1 CTIC, 1, 2, 3
SFM2, 3 CTMC, 1, 2

SFP2, 3 CTO1, 2

AME3 CTR1, 2

AMH3 cTic, 1, 2, 3
AMS3 CYN3

PM1, 2 Non-rated: SN, SA, SR,
OM3 FN, FA, FR, CN, CA,
ABE1, 2 CR, AN, AA, AR, TN,
AG3 TA, and TR.

AcC3

® OFFICER SPONSORS — The
Naval Air and Ordnance Systems
Commands recently received the
names of 406 naval officers for whom
the commands will serve as specialty
SPUUSOTS.

Such sponsorships are assigned to
commands on the basis of their
special interest, knowledge or tech-
nical competence with relation to
the sponsored designator.

As specialty sponsors, CNASC ad-
vises restricted line aeronautical en-
gineering duty officers, whereas
CNOSC sponsors ordnance engineer-
ing duty officers in such matters as
training, special education programs,
and career development methods.

These commands also act as ad-
visers in the unrestricted line officer

subspecialty areas relating to their
areas of interest. In this capacity,
they advise CNO and Bupers of
subspecialty billet requirements, cri-
teria for identification of subspecial-
ists, postgraduate school curricula
and billet descriptions within the
subspecialty areas of their command.

NOW HERE’'S THIS

Navy Wives Clubs

The MNavy takes care of its own and so do
Navy wives. They have been helping Navy
families since their incorporation in 1936 as

the Navy Wives Clubs of America.
The wives of Navymen have been following
a program of secial, welfare and educational

activities through which they promote the Navy
and extend friendship and aid to its families.

For example, when a new family moves
into an area, the Mavy Wives Club is there
to lend a hand if the newcomers need help
getting settled. When the newly arrived Navy
wife attends the club’s meetings, she is sud-
denly among friends.

The wives make themselves useful in com-
munity work by volunteering for Navy Relief
and Red Cross activities, staffing station nur-
series, assisting needy service and veterans’
families, visiting hospitals and helping patients.

One of the more important activities spon-
sored by the Navy wives is their support of
the Navy Wives Clubs of America Scholarship
Foundation.

T